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Reason for Paper:
One of the clearest passages of Ellen White's writing on women as pastors is the following:

“It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares workers, both men and women, to 
become pastors to the flock of God.” (Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 322)

This seems pretty clear. However, there are some who believe she was talking about another role in the 
church other than the clergy we think of today. Some would suggest when she talks about paid clergy 
she uses the word “minister”. Hence, they conclude this is not saying women should be pastors like it 
seems to be saying.

Okay, fair enough. Words do change. But let's not assume anything. Let's take a look.

Method of Study:
I went to WhiteEstate.org to do a search. I was redirected to egwwritings.org for the search. The 
instructions indicated if I put in the search term “pastor | pastors” I will get the results of everywhere in 
her writings the word “pastor” or “pastors” appear.

The list came back with four-hundred-thirty-three (433) results. One-hundred and one (101) of these 
were places where the word “pastor” or “pastors” came up as an editors note, the title of a section, or 
some other reference that is not the actual words of Ellen White. These are listed at the end for 
reference, but are not included in the main body of this paper, since they are not her words.

As I researched each passage, I looked for two things. Does Ellen White ever use the word “pastor” or 
“pastors” to refer to a member of the clergy, or as we would commonly use the word “pastor” today. 
Second, is there any place where she refers to others as pastor? If we find these passages, how often? In
other words, if she uses the term “pastor” to refer to both paid pastors and the work of a lay person, 
how does she usually use the word?

To answer these questions, I tried to answer this question for each passage:  

Is this passage talking about the pastoral role we think of today?

If it seems from the context that the answer is “yes”, I noted that after the passage. If it is unclear 
whether she is talking about the pastoral role we think of today, I noted “unclear”. If it is clear she was 



talking about some other role than clergy, I noted a “no”.

Summary:
In the three-hundred-thirty-two (332) passages Ellen White uses the word “pastor” or “pastors”, Two-
hundred-twenty-seven (227) of those she is talking about the paid clergy! She unequivocally uses this 
term as we use today.

Of the one-hundred-five (105) passages left, fourteen (14) quote, or at least use similar wording to the 
passage under study (“. . . both men and women, to become pastors to the flock of God”). In another 
sixty-eight (68) she is quoting Ephesians 4:11,12 “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” In these passages she doesn't explain what she means 
by “pastor” but merely quotes the Bible.

This leaves twenty-three (23) that are unclear. These definitely could be, and in light of the other 
passages I believe are, talking about the clergy we know today. However, there just isn't enough context
to know for sure.

The startling part is the lack of the use of the word “pastor” or “pastors” when referring to others 
outside the clergy. In other words, there are no “No”s.

She uses the word just as we would use it today.



Passages:

A pastor should mingle freely with the people for whom he labors, that by becoming acquainted with 
them he may know how to adapt his teaching to their needs. When a minister has preached a sermon, 
his work has but just begun. There is personal work for him to do. He should visit the people in their 
homes, talking and praying with them in earnestness and humility. There are families who will never be
reached by the truths of God’s word unless the stewards of His grace enter their homes and point them 
to the higher way. But the hearts of those who do this work must throb in unison with the heart of 
Christ. {AA 363.2} – YES

“Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” No fear of giving offense, no desire for friendship 
or applause, could lead Paul to withhold the words that God had given him for their instruction, 
warning, or correction. From His servants today God requires fearlessness in preaching the word and in
carrying out its precepts. The minister of Christ is not to present to the people only those truths that are 
the most pleasing, while he withholds others that might cause them pain. He should watch with deep 
solicitude the development of character. If he sees that any of his flock are cherishing sin he must as a 
faithful shepherd give them from God’s word the instruction that is applicable to their case. Should he 
permit them in their self-confidence to go on unwarned, he would be held responsible for their souls. 
The pastor who fulfills his high commission must give his people faithful instruction on every point of 
the Christian faith, showing them what they must be and do in order to stand perfect in the day of God. 
He only who is a faithful teacher of the truth will at the close of his work be able to say with Paul, “I 
am pure from the blood of all men.” {AA 393.4} – Unclear

Those who occupy the position of undershepherds are to exercise a watchful diligence over the Lord’s 
flock. This is not to be a dictatorial vigilance, but one that tends to encourage and strengthen and uplift.
Ministry means more than sermonizing; it means earnest, personal labor. The church on earth is 
composed of erring men and women, who need patient, painstaking effort that they may be trained and 
disciplined to work with acceptance in this life, and in the future life to be crowned with glory and 
immortality. Pastors are needed—faithful shepherds—who will not flatter God’s people, nor treat them 
harshly, but who will feed them with the bread of life—men who in their lives feel daily the converting 
power of the Holy Spirit and who cherish a strong, unselfish love toward those for whom they labor.
{AA 526.1} – YES

Why There Is Weakness in the Church—Many seem to think that the declension in the church, the 
growing love of pleasure, is due to want of pastoral work. True, the church is to be provided with 
faithful guides and pastors. Ministers should labor earnestly for the youth who have not given 
themselves to Christ, and also for others who, though their names are on the church roll, are irreligious 
and Christless. But ministers may do their work faithfully and well, yet it will amount to very little if 
parents neglect their work. It is to a lack of Christianity in the home life that the lack of power in the 
church is due. Until parents take up their work as they should, it will be difficult to arouse the youth to 



a sense of their duty. If religion reigns in the home, it will be brought into the church. The parents who 
do their work for God are a power for good. As they restrain and encourage their children, bringing 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, they bless the neighborhood in which they live. And
the church is strengthened by their faithful work.5{CG 550.1} – YES

Those who occupy the position of undershepherds are to exercise a watchful diligence over the Lord’s 
flock. This is not to be a dictatorial vigilance, but one that tends to encourage and strengthen and uplift.
Ministry means more than sermonizing; it means earnest, personal labor. The church on earth is 
composed of erring men and women, who need patient, painstaking effort that they may be trained and 
disciplined to work with acceptance in this life, and in the future life to be crowned with glory and 
immortality. Pastors are needed—faithful shepherds—who will not flatter God’s people, nor treat them 
harshly, but who will feed them with the bread of life—men who in their lives feel daily the converting 
power of the Holy Spirit and who cherish a strong, unselfish love toward those for whom they labor.
{AA 526.1} -YES

Not long after receiving this great blessing, I attended a conference meeting at the Christian church, 
where Elder Brown was pastor. I was invited to relate my experience, and felt not only great freedom of
expression, but happiness, in telling my simple story of the love of Jesus and the joy of being accepted 
of God. As I spoke, with subdued heart and tearful eyes, my soul seemed drawn toward heaven in 
thanksgiving. The melting power of the Lord came upon the assembled people. Many were weeping 
and others praising God.{CET 32.3} – YES

Position No Authority to Dictate—Every branch of the work of God is to have recognition. “He gave 
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” Ephesians 
4:11, 12. This scripture shows that there are to be different workers, different instrumentalities. Each 
has a different work. No one is required to lay hold of another’s work, and, though untrained, try to do 
it. God has given to each according to his ability. One man may think that his position gives him 
authority to dictate to other workers, but this is not so. Ignorant of their work, he would enlarge where 
he should retrench, and retrench where he should enlarge, because he can see only the part of the 
vineyard where he is working.—Testimonies for the Church 8:170, 171.{ChL 38.2} – YES

The commission given to the disciples is given also to us. Today, as then, a crucified and risen Saviour 
is to be uplifted before those who are without God and without hope in the world. The Lord calls for 
pastors, teachers, and evangelists. From door to door His servants are to proclaim the message of 
salvation. To every nation, kindred, tongue, and people the tidings of pardon through Christ are to be 
carried. Not with tame, lifeless utterances is the message to be given, but with clear, decided, stirring 
utterances. Hundreds are waiting for the warning to escape for their lives. The world needs to see in 
Christians an evidence of the power of Christianity. Not merely in a few places, but throughout the 
world, messages of mercy are needed.—Gospel Workers, 29.{ChS 23.3} – YES

It is the privilege of every soul to make advancement. Those who are connected with Christ will grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of the Son of God, to the full stature of men and women. If all who claim
to believe the truth had made the most of their ability and opportunities to learn and to do, they would 



have become strong in Christ. Whatever their occupation,—whether they were farmers, mechanics, 
teachers, or pastors,—if they had wholly consecrated themselves to God, they would have become 
efficient workers for the heavenly Master.—Testimonies for the Church 6:423.{ChS 25.1} – YES

In some respects the pastor occupies a position similar to that of the foreman of a gang of laboring men 
or the captain of a ship’s crew. They are expected to see that the men over whom they are set, do the 
work assigned to them correctly and promptly, and only in case of emergency are they to execute in 
detail. The owner of a large mill once found his superintendent in a wheel-pit, making some simple 
repairs, while a half-dozen workmen in that line were standing by, idly looking on. The proprietor, after
learning the facts, so as to be sure that no injustice was done, called the foreman to his office and 
handed him his discharge with full pay. In surprise the foreman asked for an explanation. It was given 
in these words: “I employed you to keep six men at work. I found the six idle, and you doing the work 
of but one. Your work could have been done just as well by any one of the six. I cannot afford to pay 
the wages of seven for you to teach the six how to be idle.”{ChS 70.2} – YES

This incident may be applicable in some cases, and in others not. But many pastors fail in not knowing 
how, or in not trying, to get the full membership of the church actively engaged in the various 
departments of church work. If pastors would give more attention to getting and keeping their flock 
actively engaged at work, they would accomplish more good, have more time for study and religious 
visiting, and also avoid many causes of friction.—Gospel Workers, 197, 198.{ChS 70.3} – YES

Properly conducted, the camp-meeting is a school where pastors, elders, and deacons can learn to do 
more perfect work for the Master. It should be a school where the members of the church, old and 
young, are given opportunity to learn the way of the Lord more perfectly, a place where believers can 
receive an education that will help them to help others.—Testimonies for the Church 6:49.{ChS 195.1} 
– YES

All who desire an opportunity for true ministry, and who will give themselves unreservedly to God, 
will find in the canvassing work opportunities to speak upon many things pertaining to the future, 
immortal life. The experience thus gained will be of the greatest value to those who are fitting 
themselves for the ministry. It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares workers, 
both men and women, to become pastors to the flock of God. As they cherish the thought that Christ is 
their Companion, a holy awe, a sacred joy, will be felt by them amid all their trying experiences and all 
their tests. They will learn how to pray as they work. They will be educated in patience, kindness, 
affability, and helpfulness. They will practice true Christian courtesy, bearing in mind that Christ, their 
Companion, cannot approve of harsh, unkind words or feelings. Their words will be purified. The 
power of speech will be regarded as a precious talent, lent them to do a high and holy work. The human
agent will learn how to represent the divine Companion with whom he is associated. To that unseen 
Holy One he will show respect and reverence because he is wearing His yoke and is learning His pure, 
holy ways. Those who have faith in this divine Attendant will develop. They will be gifted with power 
to clothe the message of truth with a sacred beauty. {CEv 16.1} – Unclear (passage of study)

An Invaluable Experience—All who desire an opportunity for true ministry, and who will give 
themselves unreservedly to God, will find in the canvassing work opportunities to speak upon many 



things pertaining to the future, immortal life. The experience thus gained will be of the greatest value to
those who are fitting themselves for the ministry. It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that
prepares workers, both men and women, to become pastors to the flock of God. As they cherish the 
thought that Christ is their Companion, a holy awe, a sacred joy, will be felt by them amid all their 
trying experiences and all their tests. They will learn how to pray as they work. They will be educated 
in patience, kindness, affability, and helpfulness. They will practice true Christian courtesy, bearing in 
mind that Christ, their Companion, cannot approve of harsh, unkind words or feelings. Their words will
be purified. The power of speech will be regarded as a precious talent, lent them to do a high and holy 
work. The human agent will learn how to represent the divine Companion with whom he is associated. 
To that unseen Holy One he will show respect and reverence because he is wearing His yoke and is 
learning His pure, holy ways. Those who have faith in this divine Attendant will develop. They will be 
gifted with power to clothe the message of truth with a sacred beauty.—Testimonies for the Church 
6:322 (1900).{CM 33.1} – Unclear (passage of study)

Brethren and sisters who have long claimed to believe the truth, I ask you individually, Have your 
practices been in harmony with the light, the privileges, and the opportunities granted you of heaven? 
This is a serious question. The Sun of Righteousness has risen upon the church, and it is the duty of the 
church to shine. It is the privilege of every soul to make advancement. Those who are connected with 
Christ will grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Son of God, to the full stature of men and 
women. If all who claim to believe the truth had made the most of their ability and opportunities to 
learn and to do, they would have become strong in Christ. Whatever their occupation—whether they 
were farmers, mechanics, teachers, or pastors—if they had wholly consecrated themselves to God they 
would have become efficient workers for the heavenly Master.63{CCh 68.1} – YES

Candidates who have grown to manhood and womanhood should understand their duty better than do 
the younger ones; but the pastor of the church has a duty to do for these souls. Have they wrong habits 
and practices? It is the duty of the pastor to have special meetings with them. Give them Bible readings,
converse and pray with them, and plainly show the claims of the Lord upon them. Read to them the 
teaching of the Bible in regard to conversion. Show what is the fruit of conversion, the evidence that 
they love God. Show that true conversion is a change of heart, of thoughts and purposes. Evil habits are
to be given up. The sins of evil-speaking, of jealousy, of disobedience, are to be put away. A warfare 
must be waged against every evil trait of character. Then the believing one can understandingly take to 
himself the promise: “Ask, and it shall be given you.” Matthew 7:7.544{CCh 297.3} – YES

The old-fashioned pastor, who traveled on horseback, and spent much time in visiting his flock, 
enjoyed much better health, notwithstanding his hardships and exposures, than our ministers of today, 
who avoid all physical exertion as far as possible and confine themselves to their books.{CH 194.2} – 
YES

The Lord has need of all kinds of skillful workmen. “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of 



Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-13.{CH 516.2} – YES

Let the church appoint pastors or elders who are devoted to the Lord Jesus, and let these men see that 
officers are chosen who will attend faithfully to the work of gathering in the tithe. If the pastors show 
that they are not fitted for their charge, if they fail to set before the church the importance of returning 
to God His own, if they do not see to it that the officers under them are faithful, and that the tithe is 
brought in, they are in peril. They are neglecting a matter which involves a blessing or a curse to the 
church. They should be relieved of their responsibility, and other men should be tested and tried.{CS 
106.1} – YES

Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to man in the place of God. He leads the people to 
look to bishops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures
to learn their duty for themselves. Then, by controlling the minds of these leaders, he can influence the 
multitudes according to his will....{DD 38.1} – YES

Young Women to Learn to Teach Others—We need unselfish, devoted [people] to act as educators. 
Young men and young women are to be brought to our schools to receive an education, that they may 
learn how to teach others to understand the Word of the Lord. We need ministerial laborers in every 
school to educate the children and youth in Bible lines, and the pastor has work to do for the teachers as
well as the students. Our schools must be more like the schools of the prophets. We call upon teachers 
and all connected with the school to make self-sacrificing efforts. We call upon our sisters to work 
intelligently, devotedly, interestedly, to make the school a success. Let our churches help. God will 
bless all who cooperate with Him.—Manuscript Releases 6:400 (1899).{DG 86.2} – YES

Visitation Essential Part of Ministry—Elder H used to live here [Adelaide, Australia] and preach to 
the people, but he was not a shepherd of the flock. He would tell the poor sheep that he would rather be
horsewhipped than visit. He neglected personal labor, therefore pastoral work was not done in the 
church and its borders. The deacons and elders of the church have acted wisely and worked judiciously 
to keep the church in order, and we find the people in a much better condition than we had expected. 
We are happily disappointed. But when I look over the years, and think of what might have been done, 
if the man entrusted with the flock had been a faithful steward of God, watching for souls as one that 
must give an account, my heart is made sad. Had the preacher done the work of a pastor, a much larger 
number would now be rejoicing in the truth.—Manuscript Releases 9:343, 344 (1892). {DG 103.4} – 
YES

“All who desire an opportunity for true ministry, and who will give themselves unreservedly to God, 
will find in the canvassing work opportunities to speak upon many things pertaining to the future, 
immortal life. The experience thus gained will be of the greatest value to those who are fitting 
themselves for the ministry. It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares workers, 
both men and women, to become pastors to the flock of God.”—Testimonies for the Church 6:322.{DG
251.4} – Unclear (passage of study)

“And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 



Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-13.{EW 139.3} - YES

We learn from a previous verse that when Christ ascended up on high, He gave gifts unto men. Among 
these gifts are enumerated apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. The object for which 
they were given was the perfecting of the saints in unity and knowledge. Some who profess to be 
pastors and teachers at the present day hold that these gifts fully accomplished their object some 
eighteen hundred years ago, and consequently ceased. Why not then throw aside their titles of pastors 
and teachers? If the office of prophet is by this text limited to the primitive church, so is that of the 
evangelist—and all the rest; for no distinction is made. {EW 139.4} – YES

Evangelists and Pastors Needed—God calls for evangelists. A true evangelist is a lover of souls. He 
hunts and fishes for men. Pastors are needed [See also pp. 345-351, “Pastoral Evangelism.”]—faithful 
shepherds—who will not flatter God’s people or treat them harshly, but who will feed them with the 
bread of life.{Ev 116.1} – Unclear

Evangelist-Pastor—One man usually performs the labor which should be shared by two; for the work 
of the evangelist is necessarily combined with that of the pastor, bringing a double burden upon the 
worker in the field.—Testimonies For The Church 4:260 (1876).{Ev 116.3} – YES

Considering Pastors of Other Denominations—It should ever be manifest that we are reformers, but 
not bigots. When our laborers enter a new field, they should seek to become acquainted with the pastors
of the several churches in the place. [See also pp. 562-564, “Ministers of Other Denominations.”] 
Much has been lost by neglecting to do this. If our ministers show themselves friendly and sociable, 
and do not act as if they were ashamed of the message they bear, it will have an excellent effect, and 
may give these pastors and their congregations favorable impressions of the truth. At any rate, it is right
to give them a chance to be kind and favorable if they will.{Ev 143.4} – YES

Modern Attitude Toward Prophetic Truth—As of old, the plain testimony of God’s Word was met 
with the inquiry, “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed?” And finding how difficult a task
it was to refute the arguments drawn from the prophetic periods, many discouraged the study of the 
prophecies, teaching that the prophetic books were sealed, and were not to be understood. Multitudes, 
trusting implicitly to their pastors, refused to listen to the warning; and others, though convinced of the 
truth, dared not confess it, lest they should be “put out of the synagogue.” The message which God had 
sent for the testing and purification of the church, revealed all too surely how great was the number 
who had set their affections on this world rather than upon Christ. The ties which bound them to earth 
were stronger than the attractions heavenward. They chose to listen to the voice of worldly wisdom, 
and turned away from the heartsearching message of truth.—The Great Controversy, 380 (1888).{Ev 
198.1} – YES

Preparing Young People for Baptism—Candidates who have grown to manhood and womanhood 
should understand their duty better than do the younger ones; but the pastor of the church has a duty to 
do for these souls. Have they wrong habits and practices? It is the duty of the pastor to have special 
meetings with them. Give them Bible readings, converse and pray with them, and plainly show the 
claims of the Lord upon them. Read to them the teaching of the Bible in regard to conversion. Show 
what is the fruit of conversion, the evidence that they love God. Show that true conversion is a change 
of heart, of thoughts and purposes. Evil habits are to be given up. The sins of evil-speaking, of jealousy,
of disobedience, are to be put away. A warfare must be waged against every evil trait of character. Then
the believing one can understandingly take to himself the promise, “Ask, and it shall be given you.” 



Matthew 7:7.—Testimonies For The Church 6:95 (1900).{Ev 311.1} – YES

Often Make Sabbath Meeting a Bible Class—It has often been presented to me that there should be 
less sermonizing by ministers acting merely as local pastors of churches, and that greater personal 
efforts should be put forth. Our people should not be made to think that they need to listen to a sermon 
every Sabbath. Many who listen frequently to sermons, even though the truth be presented in clear 
lines, learn but little. Often it would be more profitable if the Sabbath meetings were of the nature of a 
Bible class study. Bible truth should be presented in such a simple, interesting manner that all can 
easily understand and grasp the principles of salvation.—Letter 192, 1906.{Ev 348.1} – YES

Neglecting the Work for Reading and Study—The duties of a pastor are often shamelessly neglected 
because the minister lacks strength to sacrifice his personal inclinations for seclusion and study. The 
pastor should visit from house to house among his flock, teaching, conversing, and praying with each 
family, and looking out for the welfare of their souls. Those who have manifested a desire to become 
acquainted with the principles of our faith should not be neglected, but thoroughly instructed in the 
truth.—Gospel Workers, 337 (1915). {Ev 350.2} – YES

We are instructed in the Word of God that an evangelist is a teacher. He should also be a medical 
missionary. But all are not given the same work. “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ”....{Ev 520.2} – YES

The old-fashioned pastor, who traveled on horseback, and spent much time in visiting his flock, 
enjoyed much better health, notwithstanding his hardships and exposures, than our ministers of today, 
who avoid all physical exertion as far as possible, and confine themselves to their books.{Ev 662.1} – 
YES

The commission given to the disciples is given also to us. Today, as then, a crucified and risen Saviour 
is to be uplifted before those who are without God and without hope in the world. The Lord calls for 
pastors, teachers, and evangelists. From door to door His servants are to proclaim the message of 
salvation. To every nation, kindred, tongue, and people the tidings of pardon through Christ are to be 
carried. Not with tame, lifeless utterances is the message to be given, but with clear, decided, stirring 
utterances. Hundreds are waiting for the warning to escape for their lives. The world needs to see in 
Christians an evidence of the power of Christianity. Not merely in a few places, but throughout the 
world, messages of mercy are needed.{GW 29.1} – YES

It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares workers, both men and women, to 
become pastors to the flock of God. As they cherish the thought that Christ is their companion, a holy 
awe, a sacred joy, will be felt by them amid all their trying experiences and all their tests. They will 
learn to pray as they work. They will be educated in patience, kindness, affability, and helpfulness. 
They will practice true Christian courtesy, bearing in mind that Christ, their companion, cannot approve
of harsh, unkind words or feelings. Their words will be purified. The power of speech will be regarded 
as a precious talent, lent them to do a high and holy work. {GW 96.4} – YES

When a minister bearing the solemn message of warning to the world, receives the hospitable 
courtesies of friends and brethren, and neglects the duties of a shepherd of the flock, and is careless in 
his example and deportment, engaging with the young in trifling conversation, in jesting and joking, 
and in relating humorous anecdotes to create laughter, he is unworthy of being a gospel minister, and 
needs to be converted before he is entrusted with the care of the sheep and lambs. Ministers who are 



neglectful of the duties devolving on a faithful pastor, give evidence that they are not sanctified by the 
truths they present to others, and should not be sustained as laborers in the vineyard of the Lord till they
have a high sense of the sacredness of the work of a minister.—Testimonies for the Church 3:233. {GW
131.3} – YES

Ministry means much more than sermonizing; it means earnest personal labor. The church on earth is 
composed of erring men and women, who need patient, painstaking labor, that they may be trained and 
disciplined to work with acceptance in this life, and in the future life be crowned with glory and 
immortality. Pastors are needed,—faithful shepherds,—who will not flatter God’s people, nor treat 
them harshly, but who will feed them with the bread of life,—men who in their lives feel daily the 
converting power of the Holy Spirit, and who cherish a strong, unselfish love for those for whom they 
labor.{GW 185.2} – YES

It is highly important that a pastor mingle much with his people, and thus become acquainted with the 
different phases of human nature. He should study the workings of the mind, that he may adapt his 
teachings to the intellect of his hearers. He will thus learn that grand charity which is possessed only by
those who study closely the nature and needs of men.{GW 191.3} – YES

“In some respects the pastor occupies a position similar to that of the foreman of a gang of laboring 
men or the captain of a ship’s crew. They are expected to see that the men over whom they are set, do 
the work assigned to them correctly and promptly, and only in case of emergency are they to execute in
detail.{GW 197.2} – YES

“This incident may be applicable in some cases, and in others not. But many pastors fail in not knowing
how, or in not trying, to get the full membership of the church actively engaged in the various 
departments of church work. If pastors would give more attention to getting and keeping their flock 
actively engaged at work, they would accomplish more good, have more time for study and religious 
visiting, and also avoid many causes of friction.”{GW 198.1} – YES

Some, through inexperience, will make mistakes, but they should be kindly shown how they can do 
their work better. Thus the pastor can be educating men and women to bear responsibilities in the good 
work that is suffering so much for want of laborers. We need men who can take responsibilities; and the
best way for them to gain the experience they need, is to engage with heart and mind in the work.{GW 
198.2} – YES

The people must be taught to search the word of God for themselves. Pastors and teachers must point 
them to the strong fortress, into which the righteous may run and be safe. Those who are handling the 
great, grand, ennobling truths of the Word, must ever reveal a spirit deep, earnest, fervent, but calm and
full of sound sense that the mouths of gainsayers may be stopped.{GW 317.1} – Unclear

The duties of a pastor are often shamelessly neglected because the minister lacks strength to sacrifice 
his personal inclinations for seclusion and study. The pastor should visit from house to house among his
flock, teaching, conversing, and praying with each family, and looking out for the welfare of their 
souls. Those who have manifested a desire to become acquainted with the principles of our faith should
not be neglected, but thoroughly instructed in the truth.{GW 337.3} – YES

As the physician deals with physical disease, so does the pastor minister to the sin-sick soul. And his 
work is as much more important than that of the physician as eternal life is more valuable than 
temporal existence. The pastor meets with an endless variety of temperaments; and it is his duty to 



become acquainted with the members of the families that listen to his teachings, in order to determine 
what means will best influence them in the right direction.{GW 338.4} – Unclear

Properly conducted, the camp-meeting is a school where pastors, elders, and deacons can learn to do 
more perfect work for the Master. It should be a school where the members of the church, old and 
young, are given an opportunity to learn the way of the Lord more perfectly, a place where believers 
can receive an education that will help them to help others....{GW 404.1} – YES

We are living in a most solemn time. All have a work to do requiring diligence. Especially is this true 
of the pastor, who is to care for and feed the flock of God. The one whose special work it is to lead the 
people into the path of truth, should be an able expositor of the word, capable of adapting his teachings 
to the wants of the people. He should be so closely connected with Heaven as to become a living 
channel of light, a mouth-piece for God.{GW92 70.1} – YES

A pastor should have a correct understanding of the word and also of the human character. Our faith is 
unpopular. The people are unwilling to be convinced that they are so deeply in error; a great work is to 
be done, and at present there are but few to do it. One man usually performs the labor which should be 
shared by two; for the work of the evangelist is necessarily combined with that of the pastor, bringing a
double burden upon the worker in the field.{GW92 70.2} – YES

The duties of a pastor are often shamefully neglected because the minister lacks strength to sacrifice his
personal inclinations for seclusion and study. The pastor should visit from house to house among his 
flock, teaching, conversing, and praying with each family, and looking out for the welfare of their 
souls. Those who have manifested a desire to become acquainted with the principles of our faith should
not be neglected, but thoroughly instructed in the truth. No opportunity to do good should be lost by the
watchful and zealous minister of God. {GW92 76.4} – YES

People are easily reached through the avenues of the social circle. But many ministers dread the task of 
visiting; they have not cultivated social qualities, have not acquired that genial spirit that wins its way 
to the hearts of the people. It is highly important that a pastor should mingle much with his people, that 
he may become acquainted with the different phases of human nature, readily understand the workings 
of the mind, adapt his teachings to the intellect of his people, and learn that grand charity possessed 
only by those who closely study the nature and needs of men.{GW92 77.2} – YES

Those who seclude themselves from the people are in no condition to help them. A skillful physician 
must understand the nature of various diseases, and must have a thorough knowledge of the human 
structure. He must be prompt in attending to the patients. He knows that delays are dangerous. When 
his experienced hand is laid upon the pulse of the sufferer, and he carefully notes the peculiar indication
of the malady, his previous knowledge enables him to determine concerning the nature of the disease 
and the treatment necessary to arrest its progress. As the physician deals with physical disease, so does 
the pastor minister to the sin-sick soul. And his work is as much more important than that of the former 
as eternal life is more valuable than temporal existence. The pastor meets with an endless variety of 
temperaments; and it is his duty to become acquainted with the members of families that listen to his 
teachings, in order to determine what means will best influence them in the right direction. {GW92 
77.3} – YES

The old-fashioned pastor, who traveled on horseback, and spent much time in visiting his flock, 
enjoyed much better health, notwithstanding his hardships and exposures, than our ministers of today, 
who avoid all physical exertion as far as possible, and confine themselves to their books.{GW92 80.3} 



– YES

“In some respects the pastor occupies a position similar to that of the foreman of a gang of laboring 
men or the captain of a ship’s crew. They are expected to see that the men over whom they are set, do 
the work assigned to them correctly and promptly, and if occasion shall require it, only in case of 
emergency are they to execute in detail.{GW92 101.2} – YES

“This incident may be applicable in some cases, in others not. But many pastors fail in not knowing 
how, or in not trying, to get the full membership of the church actively engaged in the various 
departments of church work. If pastors would give more attention to getting and keeping their flock 
actively at work, they would accomplish more good, have more time for study and religious visiting, 
and also avoid many causes of friction.”{GW92 102.1} – YES

These things have a bad influence on ministers who are handling sacred, elevated truths,—truths which
are to prove as a savor of life unto life, or of death unto death, to those who hear them. Generally, the 
influence of discussions upon our ministers is to make them self-sufficient, exalted in their own 
estimation. This is not all. Those who love to debate are unfitted for being pastors to the flock. They 
have trained their minds to meet opponents, and to say sarcastic things; and they cannot come down to 
meet hearts that are sorrowing, and need to be comforted. They have also dwelt so much upon the 
argumentative that they have neglected the practical subjects that the flock of God need. They have but 
little knowledge of the sermons of Christ, which enter into the every-day life of the Christian, and they 
have but little disposition to study them. They have risen above the simplicity of the work. When they 
were little in their own eyes, God helped them; angels of God ministered unto them, and made their 
labors highly successful in convincing men and women of the truth. But in the training of their minds 
for discussion, they frequently become coarse and rough. They lose the interest and tender sympathy 
which should ever attend the efforts of a shepherd of Christ. {GW92 184.2} – YES

When a minister bearing the solemn message of warning to the world, receives the hospitable 
courtesies of friends and brethren, and neglects the duties of a shepherd of the flock, and is careless in 
his example and deportment, engaging with the young in trifling conversation, in jesting and joking, 
and in relating humorous anecdotes to create laughter, he is unworthy of being a gospel minister, and 
needs to be converted before he should be entrusted with the care of the sheep and lambs. Ministers 
who are neglectful of the duties devolving on a faithful pastor, give evidence that they are not 
sanctified by the truths they present to others, and should not be sustained as laborers in the vineyard of
the Lord, till they have a high sense of the sacredness of the work of a minister of Christ.—Testimonies
for the Church 3:233. {GW92 251.3} – YES

It should ever be manifest that we are reformers, but not bigots. When our laborers enter a new field, 
they should seek to become acquainted with the pastors of the several churches in the place. Much has 
been lost by neglecting to do this. If our ministers show themselves friendly and sociable, and do not 
act as though they were ashamed of the message they bear, it will have an excellent effect, and may 
give these pastors and their congregations favorable impressions of the truth. At any rate, it is right to 
give them a chance to be kind and favorable if they will. Our laborers should be very careful not to give
the impression that they are wolves stealing in to get the sheep, but should let the ministers understand 
their position and the object of their mission,—to call the attention of the people to the precious truths 
of God’s word. There are many of these which are dear to all Christians. Here is common ground, upon
which we can meet people of other denominations; and in becoming acquainted with them, we should 
dwell mostly upon topics in which all feel an interest, and which will not lead directly and pointedly to 
the subjects of disagreement.{GW92 299.1} – YES



It is one of the leading doctrines of Romanism that the pope is the visible head of the universal church 
of Christ, invested with supreme authority over bishops and pastors in all parts of the world. More than 
this, the pope has been given the very titles of Deity. He has been styled “Lord God the Pope” (see 
Appendix), and has been declared infallible. He demands the homage of all men. The same claim urged
by Satan in the wilderness of temptation is still urged by him through the Church of Rome, and vast 
numbers are ready to yield him homage.{GC 50.3} – YES

The Vaudois churches, in their purity and simplicity, resembled the church of apostolic times. Rejecting
the supremacy of the pope and prelate, they held the Bible as the only supreme, infallible authority. 
Their pastors, unlike the lordly priests of Rome, followed the example of their Master, who “came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister.” They fed the flock of God, leading them to the green pastures 
and living fountains of His holy word. Far from the monuments of human pomp and pride the people 
assembled, not in magnificent churches or grand cathedrals, but beneath the shadow of the mountains, 
in the Alpine valleys, or, in time of danger, in some rocky stronghold, to listen to the words of truth 
from the servants of Christ. The pastors not only preached the gospel, but they visited the sick, 
catechized the children, admonished the erring, and labored to settle disputes and promote harmony and
brotherly love. In times of peace they were sustained by the freewill offerings of the people; but, like 
Paul the tentmaker, each learned some trade or profession by which, if necessary, to provide for his 
own support.{GC 68.1} – YES

From their pastors the youth received instruction. While attention was given to branches of general 
learning, the Bible was made the chief study. The Gospels of Matthew and John were committed to 
memory, with many of the Epistles. They were employed also in copying the Scriptures. Some 
manuscripts contained the whole Bible, others only brief selections, to which some simple explanations
of the text were added by those who were able to expound the Scriptures. Thus were brought forth the 
treasures of truth so long concealed by those who sought to exalt themselves above God. {GC 68.2} – 
YES

The spirit of Christ is a missionary spirit. The very first impulse of the renewed heart is to bring others 
also to the Saviour. Such was the spirit of the Vaudois Christians. They felt that God required more of 
them than merely to preserve the truth in its purity in their own churches; that a solemn responsibility 
rested upon them to let their light shine forth to those who were in darkness; by the mighty power of 
God’s word they sought to break the bondage which Rome had imposed. The Vaudois ministers were 
trained as missionaries, everyone who expected to enter the ministry being required first to gain an 
experience as an evangelist. Each was to serve three years in some mission field before taking charge 
of a church at home. This service, requiring at the outset self-denial and sacrifice, was a fitting 
introduction to the pastor’s life in those times that tried men’s souls. The youth who received ordination
to the sacred office saw before them, not the prospect of earthly wealth and glory, but a life of toil and 
danger, and possibly a martyr’s fate. The missionaries went out two and two, as Jesus sent forth His 
disciples. With each young man was usually associated a man of age and experience, the youth being 
under the guidance of his companion, who was held responsible for his training, and whose instruction 
he was required to heed. These colaborers were not always together, but often met for prayer and 
counsel, thus strengthening each other in the faith. {GC 70.2} – YES

Luther, though still a papist of the straitest sort, was filled with horror at the blasphemous assumptions 
of the indulgence mongers. Many of his own congregation had purchased certificates of pardon, and 
they soon began to come to their pastor, confessing their various sins, and expecting absolution, not 
because they were penitent and wished to reform, but on the ground of the indulgence. Luther refused 



them absolution, and warned them that unless they should repent and reform their lives, they must 
perish in their sins. In great perplexity they repaired to Tetzel with the complaint that their confessor 
had refused his certificates; and some boldly demanded that their money be returned to them. The friar 
was filled with rage. He uttered the most terrible curses, caused fires to be lighted in the public squares,
and declared that he “had received an order from the pope to burn all heretics who presumed to oppose 
his most holy indulgences.”—D’Aubigne, b. 3, ch. 4. {GC 128.3} – YES

A strong impetus was given to the reform by the appearance of the plague, or Great Death, which swept
over Switzerland in the year 1519. As men were thus brought face to face with the destroyer, many 
were led to feel how vain and worthless were the pardons which they had so lately purchased; and they 
longed for a surer foundation for their faith. Zwingli at Zurich was smitten down; he was brought so 
low that all hope of his recovery was relinquished, and the report was widely circulated that he was 
dead. In that trying hour his hope and courage were unshaken. He looked in faith to the cross of 
Calvary, trusting in the all-sufficient propitiation for sin. When he came back from the gates of death, it
was to preach the gospel with greater fervor than ever before; and his words exerted an unwonted 
power. The people welcomed with joy their beloved pastor, returned to them from the brink of the 
grave. They themselves had come from attending upon the sick and the dying, and they felt, as never 
before, the value of the gospel. {GC 179.2} – YES

The disputation was appointed to be held at Baden; but Zwingli was not present. The Council of 
Zurich, suspecting the designs of the papists, and warned by the burning piles kindled in the papal 
cantons for confessors of the gospel, forbade their pastor to expose himself to this peril. At Zurich he 
was ready to meet all the partisans that Rome might send; but to go to Baden, where the blood of 
martyrs for the truth had just been shed, was to go to certain death. Oecolampadius and Haller were 
chosen to represent the Reformers, while the famous Dr. Eck, supported by a host of learned doctors 
and prelates, was the champion of Rome.{GC 182.1} – YES

To give them greater power, a bull was issued re-establishing the inquisition. (See Appendix.) 
Notwithstanding the general abhorrence with which it was regarded, even in Catholic countries, this 
terrible tribunal was again set up by popish rulers, and atrocities too terrible to bear the light of day 
were repeated in its secret dungeons. In many countries, thousands upon thousands of the very flower 
of the nation, the purest and noblest, the most intellectual and highly educated, pious and devoted 
pastors, industrious and patriotic citizens, brilliant scholars, talented artists, skillful artisans, were slain 
or forced to flee to other lands.{GC 235.2} – YES

In The Netherlands the papal tyranny very early called forth resolute protest. Seven hundred years 
before Luther’s time the Roman pontiff was thus fearlessly impeached by two bishops, who, having 
been sent on an embassy to Rome, had learned the true character of the “holy see“: God “has made His 
queen and spouse, the church, a noble and everlasting provision for her family, with a dowry that is 
neither fading nor corruptible, and given her an eternal crown and scepter; ... all which benefits you 
like a thief intercept. You set up yourself in the temple of God; instead of a pastor, you are become a 
wolf to the sheep; ... you would make us believe you are a supreme bishop, but you rather behave like a
tyrant.... Whereas you ought to be a servant of servants, as you call yourself, you endeavor to become a 
lord of lords.... You bring the commands of God into contempt.... The Holy Ghost is the builder of all 
churches as far as the earth extends.... The city of our God, of which we are the citizens, reaches to all 
the regions of the heavens; and it is greater than the city, by the holy prophets named Babylon, which 
pretends to be divine, wins herself to heaven, and brags that her wisdom is immortal; and finally, 
though without reason, that she never did err, nor ever can.”—Gerard Brandt, History of the 
Reformation in and About the Low Countries 1:6.{GC 237.1} – YES



In the seventeenth century thousands of pastors were expelled from their positions. The people were 
forbidden, on pain of heavy fines, imprisonment, and banishment, to attend any religious meetings 
except such as were sanctioned by the church. Those faithful souls who could not refrain from 
gathering to worship God were compelled to meet in dark alleys, in obscure garrets, and at some 
seasons in the woods at midnight. In the sheltering depths of the forest, a temple of God’s own 
building, those scattered and persecuted children of the Lord assembled to pour out their souls in prayer
and praise. But despite all their precautions, many suffered for their faith. The jails were crowded. 
Families were broken up. Many were banished to foreign lands. Yet God was with His people, and 
persecution could not prevail to silence their testimony. Many were driven across the ocean to America 
and here laid the foundations of civil and religious liberty which have been the bulwark and glory of 
this country.{GC 252.1} – YES

Baxter, Flavel, Alleine, and other men of talent, education, and deep Christian experience stood up in 
valiant defense of the faith which was once delivered to the saints. The work accomplished by these 
men, proscribed and outlawed by the rulers of this world, can never perish. Flavel’s Fountain of Life 
and Method of Grace have taught thousands how to commit the keeping of their souls to Christ. 
Baxter’s Reformed Pastor has proved a blessing to many who desire a revival of the work of God, and 
his Saints’ Everlasting Rest has done its work in leading souls to the “rest” that remaineth for the 
people of God. {GC 252.3} – YES (Talking of a title, but still used for clergy)

When first constrained to separate from the English Church, the Puritans had joined themselves 
together by a solemn covenant, as the Lord’s free people, “to walk together in all His ways made 
known or to be made known to them.”—J. Brown, The Pilgrim Fathers, page 74. Here was the true 
spirit of reform, the vital principle of Protestantism. It was with this purpose that the Pilgrims departed 
from Holland to find a home in the New World. John Robinson, their pastor, who was providentially 
prevented from accompanying them, in his farewell address to the exiles said:{GC 291.3} – YES

“Dr. Nathanael Whittaker, pastor of the Tabernacle church in Salem, held religious services in the 
meeting-house, and preached a sermon in which he maintained that the darkness was supernatural. 
Congregations came together in many other places. The texts for the extemporaneous sermons were 
invariably those that seemed to indicate that the darkness was consonant with Scriptural prophecy.... 
The darkness was most dense shortly after eleven o’clock.”—The Essex Antiquarian, April, 1899, vol. 
3, No. 4, pp. 53, 54. “In most parts of the country it was so great in the daytime, that the people could 
not tell the hour by either watch or clock, nor dine, nor manage their domestic business, without the 
light of candles....{GC 307.2} – YES

At a meeting of the presbytery of Philadelphia, Mr. Barnes, author of a commentary widely used and 
pastor of one of the leading churches in that city, “stated that he had been in the ministry for twenty 
years, and never, till the last Communion, had he administered the ordinance without receiving more or
less into the church. But now there are no awakenings, no conversions, not much apparent growth in 
grace in professors, and none come to his study to converse about the salvation of their souls. With the 
increase of business, and the brightening prospects of commerce and manufacture, there is an increase 
of worldly-mindedness. Thus it is with all the denominations.”—Congregational Journal, May 23, 
1844. {GC 376.3} – YES

But the churches generally did not accept the warning. Their ministers, who, as watchmen “unto the 
house of Israel,” should have been the first to discern the tokens of Jesus’ coming, had failed to learn 
the truth either from the testimony of the prophets or from the signs of the times. As worldly hopes and 



ambitions filled the heart, love for God and faith in His word had grown cold; and when the advent 
doctrine was presented, it only aroused their prejudice and unbelief. The fact that the message was, to a 
great extent, preached by laymen, was urged as an instrument against it. As of old, the plain testimony 
of God’s word was met with the inquiry: “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed?” And 
finding how difficult a task it was to refute the arguments drawn from the prophetic periods, many 
discouraged the study of the prophecies, teaching that the prophetic books were sealed and were not to 
be understood. Multitudes, trusting implicitly to their pastors, refused to listen to the warning; and 
others, though convinced of the truth, dared not confess it, lest they should be “put out of the 
synagogue.” The message which God had sent for the testing and purification of the church revealed all
too surely how great was the number who had set their affections on this world rather than upon Christ.
The ties which bound them to earth were stronger than the attractions heavenward. They chose to listen
to the voice of worldly wisdom and turned away from the heart-searching message of truth.{GC 380.1}
– YES

Whenever the church has obtained secular power, she has employed it to punish dissent from her 
doctrines. Protestant churches that have followed in the steps of Rome by forming alliance with 
worldly powers have manifested a similar desire to restrict liberty of conscience. An example of this is 
given in the long-continued persecution of dissenters by the Church of England. During the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, thousands of nonconformist ministers were forced to flee from their 
churches, and many, both of pastors and people, were subjected to fine, imprisonment, torture, and 
martyrdom.{GC 443.3} – YES

Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to man in the place of God. He leads the people to 
look to bishops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures
to learn their duty for themselves. Then, by controlling the minds of these leaders, he can influence the 
multitudes according to his will.{GC 595.2} – YES

“Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture! ... Behold, I will visit upon 
you the evil of your doings.” “Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye 
principal of the flock: for your days for slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished; ... and the 
shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape.” Jeremiah 23:1, 2; 25:34, 
35, margin.{GC 655.2} – Unclear

The people see that they have been deluded. They accuse one another of having led them to 
destruction; but all unite in heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful pastors 
have prophesied smooth things; they have led their hearers to make void the law of God and to 
persecute those who would keep it holy. Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before the world 
their work of deception. The multitudes are filled with fury. “We are lost!” they cry, “and you are the 
cause of our ruin;” and they turn upon the false shepherds. The very ones that once admired them most 
will pronounce the most dreadful curses upon them. The very hands that once crowned them with 
laurels will be raised for their destruction. The swords which were to slay God’s people are now 
employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed. {GC 655.4} – YES

It is one of the leading doctrines of Romanism that the pope is the visible head of the universal church 
of Christ, invested with supreme authority over bishops and pastors in all parts of the world. More than 
this, the pope has arrogated the very titles of Deity. He styles himself “Lord God the Pope,” assumes 
infallibility, and demands that all men pay him homage. Thus the same claim urged by Satan in the 
wilderness of temptation is still urged by him through the Church of Rome, and vast numbers are ready
to yield him homage.{GC88 50.3} – YES



The Vaudois churches, in their purity and simplicity, resembled the church of apostolic times. Rejecting
the supremacy of pope and prelate, they held the Bible as the only supreme, infallible authority. Their 
pastors, unlike the lordly priests of Rome, followed the example of their Master, who “came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister.” They fed the flock of God, leading them to the green pastures and 
living fountains of his holy Word. Far from the monuments of human pomp and pride, the people 
assembled, not in magnificent churches or grand cathedrals, but beneath the shadow of the mountains, 
in the Alpine valleys, or, in time of danger, in some rocky stronghold, to listen to the words of truth 
from the servants of Christ. The pastors not only preached the gospel, but they visited the sick, 
catechized the children, admonished the erring, and labored to settle disputes and promote harmony and
brotherly love. In times of peace they were sustained by the free-will offerings of the people; but, like 
Paul the tent-maker, each learned some trade or profession by which, if necessary, to provide for his 
own support.{GC88 68.1} – YES

From their pastors the youth received instruction. While attention was given to branches of general 
learning, the Bible was made the chief study. The Gospels of Matthew and John they committed to 
memory, with many of the Epistles. They were employed also in copying the Scriptures. Some 
manuscripts contained the whole Bible, others only brief selections, to which some simple explanations
of the text were added by those who were able to expound the Scriptures. Thus were brought forth the 
treasures of truth so long concealed by those who sought to exalt themselves above God.{GC88 68.2} 
– YES

The spirit of Christ is a missionary spirit. The very first impulse of the renewed heart is to bring others 
also to the Saviour. Such was the spirit of the Vaudois Christians. They felt that God required more of 
them than merely to preserve the truth in its purity in their own churches; that a solemn responsibility 
rested upon them to let their light shine forth to those who were in darkness; by the mighty power of 
God’s Word they sought to break the bondage which Rome had imposed. The Vaudois ministers were 
trained as missionaries, every one who expected to enter the ministry being required first to gain an 
experience as an evangelist. Each was to serve three years in some mission field before taking charge 
of a church at home. This service, requiring at the outset self-denial and sacrifice, was a fitting 
introduction to the pastor’s life in those times that tried men’s souls. The youth who received ordination
to the sacred office saw before them, not the prospect of earthly wealth and glory, but a life of toil and 
danger, and possibly a martyr’s fate. The missionaries went out two and two, as Jesus sent forth his 
disciples. With every young man was usually associated a man of age and experience, the youth being 
under the guidance of his companion, who was held responsible for his training, and whose instruction 
he was required to heed. These co-laborers were not always together, but often met for prayer and 
counsel, thus strengthening each other in the faith. {GC88 70.2} – YES

Luther, though still a papist of the straitest sort, was filled with horror at the blasphemous assumptions 
of the indulgence-mongers. Many of his own congregation had purchased certificates of pardon, and 
they soon began to come to their pastor, confessing their various sins, and expecting absolution, not 
because they were penitent and wished to reform, but on the ground of the indulgence. Luther refused 
them absolution, and warned them that unless they should repent and reform their lives, they must 
perish in their sins. In great perplexity they repaired to Tetzel with the complaint that their confessor 
had refused his certificates; and some boldly demanded that their money be returned to them. The friar 
was filled with rage. He uttered the most terrible curses, caused fires to be lighted in the public squares,
and declared that he had orders from the pope “to burn the heretics who dared oppose his most holy 
indulgences.” {GC88 128.3} – YES



A strong impetus was given to the reform, by the appearance of the plague, or the “great death,” which 
swept over Switzerland in the year 1519. As men were thus brought face to face with the destroyer, 
many were led to feel how vain and worthless were the pardons which they had so lately purchased; 
and they longed for a surer foundation for their faith. Zwingle at Zurich was smitten down; he was 
brought so low that all hope of his recovery was relinquished, and the report was widely circulated that 
he was dead. In that trying hour his hope and courage were unshaken. He looked in faith to the cross of 
Calvary, trusting in the all-sufficient propitiation for sin. When he came back from the gates of death, it
was to preach the gospel with greater fervor than ever before; and his words exerted an unwonted 
power. The people welcomed with joy their beloved pastor, returned to them from the brink of the 
grave. They themselves had come from attending upon the sick and the dying, and they felt, as never 
before, the value of the gospel.{GC88 179.2} – YES

The disputation was appointed to be held at Baden; but Zwingle was not present. The Council of 
Zurich, suspecting the designs of the papists, and warned by the burning piles kindled in the popish 
cantons for confessors of the gospel, forbade their pastor to expose himself to this peril. At Zurich he 
was ready to meet all the partisans that Rome might send; but to go to Baden, where the blood of 
martyrs for the truth had just been shed, was to go to certain death. Oecolampadius and Haller were 
chosen to represent the reformers, while the famous Doctor Eck, supported by a host of learned doctors
and prelates, was the champion of Rome.{GC88 182.1} – YES

To give them greater power, a bull was issued re-establishing the Inquisition. Notwithstanding the 
general abhorrence with which it was regarded, even in Catholic countries, this terrible tribunal was 
again set up by popish rulers, and atrocities too terrible to bear the light of day were repeated in its 
secret dungeons. In many countries, thousands upon thousands of the very flower of the nation, the 
purest and noblest, the most intellectual and highly educated, pious and devoted pastors, industrious 
and patriotic citizens, brilliant scholars, talented artists, skillful artisans, were slain, or forced to flee to 
other lands.{GC88 235.1} – YES

In the seventeenth century thousands of pastors were expelled from their positions. The people were 
forbidden, on pain of heavy fines, imprisonment, and banishment, to attend any religious meetings 
except such as were sanctioned by the church. Those faithful souls who could not refrain from 
gathering to worship God, were compelled to meet in dark alleys, in obscure garrets, and, at some 
seasons, in the woods at midnight. In the sheltering depths of the forest, a temple of God’s own 
building, those scattered and persecuted children of the Lord assembled to pour out their souls in prayer
and praise. But despite all their precautions, many suffered for their faith. The jails were crowded. 
Families were broken up. Many were banished to foreign lands. Yet God was with his people, and 
persecution could not prevail to silence their testimony. Many were driven across the ocean to America,
and here laid the foundations of civil and religious liberty which have been the bulwark and glory of 
this country.{GC88 252.1} – YES

Baxter, Flavel, Alleine, and other men of talent, education, and deep Christian experience, stood up in 
valiant defense of the faith which was once delivered to the saints. The work accomplished by these 
men, prescribed and outlawed by the rulers of this world, can never perish. Flavel’s “Fountain of Life” 
and “Method of Grace” have taught thousands how to commit the keeping of their souls to Christ. 
Baxter’s “Reformed Pastor” has proved a blessing to many who desire a revival of the work of God, 
and his “Saint’s Everlasting Rest” has done its work in leading souls to the “rest that remaineth for the 
people of God.”{GC88 253.1} – YES (Referring to a title, but still referring to clergy)

When first constrained to separate from the English church, the Puritans had joined themselves together



by a solemn covenant, as the Lord’s free people, “to walk in all his ways, made known or to be made 
known to them.” Here was the true spirit of reform, the vital principle of Protestantism. It was with this 
purpose that the Pilgrims departed from Holland to find a home in the New World. John Robinson, 
their pastor, who was providentially prevented from accompanying them, in his farewell address to the 
exiles said:—{GC88 291.2} – YES

At a meeting of the presbytery of Philadelphia, Mr. Barnes, author of the commentary so widely used, 
and pastor of one of the leading churches in that city, “stated that he had been in the ministry for twenty
years, and never till the last communion had he administered the ordinance without receiving more or 
less into the church. But now there are no awakenings, no conversions, not much apparent growth in 
grace in professors, and none come to his study to converse about the salvation of their souls. With the 
increase of business, and the brightening prospects of commerce and manufactures, there is an increase 
of worldly-mindedness. Thus it is with all denominations.”{GC88 376.2} – YES

But the churches generally did not accept the warning. Their ministers, who as “watchmen unto the 
house of Israel,” should have been the first to discern the tokens of Jesus’ coming, had failed to learn 
the truth, either from the testimony of the prophets or from the signs of the times. As worldly hopes and
ambitions filled the heart, love for God and faith in his Word had grown cold, and when the Advent 
doctrine was presented, it only aroused their prejudice and unbelief. The fact that the message was, to a 
great extent, preached by laymen, was urged as an argument against it. As of old, the plain testimony of
God’s Word was met with the inquiry, “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed?” And 
finding how difficult a task it was to refute the arguments drawn from the prophetic periods, many 
discouraged the study of the prophecies, teaching that the prophetic books were sealed, and were not to 
be understood. Multitudes, trusting implicitly to their pastors, refused to listen to the warning; and 
others, though convinced of the truth, dared not confess it, lest they should be “put out of the 
synagogue.” The message which God had sent for the testing and purification of the church, revealed 
all too surely how great was the number who had set their affections on this world rather than upon 
Christ. The ties which bound them to earth were stronger than the attractions heavenward. They chose 
to listen to the voice of worldly wisdom, and turned away from the heart-searching message of truth.
{GC88 380.1} – YES

Whenever the church has obtained secular power, she has employed it to punish dissent from her 
doctrines. Protestant churches that have followed in the steps of Rome by forming alliance with 
worldly powers, have manifested a similar desire to restrict liberty of conscience. An example of this is 
given in the long-continued persecution of dissenters by the Church of England. During the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, thousands of non-conformist ministers were forced to leave their churches, 
and many, both of pastors and people, were subjected to fine, imprisonment, torture, and martyrdom.
{GC88 443.3} – YES

Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to man in the place of God. He leads the people to 
look to bishops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures
to learn their duty for themselves. Then, by controlling the minds of these leaders, he can influence the 
multitudes according to his will.{GC88 595.2} – YES

“Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! ... Behold, I will visit upon 
you the evil of your doings.” “Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye 
principal of the flock; for your days for slaughter and your dispersions are accomplished; ... and the 
shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape.” [Jeremiah 23:1, 2; 25:34, 
35 (Margin).]{GC88 655.2} – Unclear



The people see that they have been deluded. They accuse one another of having led them to 
destruction; but all unite in heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful pastors 
have prophesied smooth things; they have led their hearers to make void the law of God and to 
persecute those who would keep it holy. Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before the world 
their work of deception. The multitudes are filled with fury. “We are lost!” they cry, “and you are the 
cause of our ruin;” and they turn upon the false shepherds. The very ones that once admired them most,
will pronounce the most dreadful curses upon them. The very hands that once crowned them with 
laurels will be raised for their destruction. The swords which were to slay God’s people are now 
employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed. {GC88 655.4} – YES

The people see that they have been deluded. They accuse one another of having led them to 
destruction; but all unite in heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful pastors 
have prophesied smooth things; they have led their hearers to make void the law of God and to 
persecute those who would keep it holy. Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before the world 
their work of deception. The multitudes are filled with fury. “We are lost!” they cry, “and you are the 
cause of our ruin;” and they turn upon the false shepherds. The very ones that once admired them most,
will pronounce the most dreadful curses upon them. The very hands that once crowned them with 
laurels will be raised for their destruction. The swords which were to slay God’s people are now 
employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed. {GC88 655.4} – YES

It is one of the leading doctrines of Romanism that the pope is invested with supreme authority over 
bishops and pastors in all the world. More than this, the pope has been styled “Lord God the Pope” and 
declared infallible.(See Appendix) The same claim urged by Satan in the wilderness of temptation is 
still urged by him through the Church of Rome, and vast numbers yield him homage. {HF 32.4} – YES

The Vaudois churches resembled the church of apostolic times. Rejecting the supremacy of pope and 
prelate, they held the Bible as the only infallible authority. Their pastors, unlike the lordly priests of 
Rome, fed the flock of God, leading them to the green pastures and living fountains of His Holy Word. 
The people assembled, not in magnificent churches or grand cathedrals, but in the Alpine valleys, or, in 
time of danger, in some rocky stronghold, to listen to the words of truth from the servants of Christ. 
The pastors not only preached the gospel, they visited the sick and labored to promote harmony and 
brotherly love. Like Paul the tentmaker, each learned some trade by which, if necessary, to provide for 
his own support.{HF 45.1} – YES

From their pastors the youth received instruction. The Bible was made the chief study. The Gospels of 
Matthew and John were committed to memory, with many of the Epistles.{HF 45.2} – YES

The Vaudois Christians felt a solemn responsibility to let their light shine. By the power of God’s Word 
they sought to break the bondage which Rome had imposed. The Vaudois ministers were to serve three 
years in some mission field before taking charge of a church at home—a fitting introduction to the 
pastor’s life in times that tried men’s souls. The youth saw before them, not earthly wealth and glory, 
but toil and danger and possibly a martyr’s fate. The missionaries went out two and two, as Jesus sent 
forth His disciples.{HF 46.2} – YES

Luther was filled with horror. Many of his own congregation had purchased certificates of pardon. 
They soon began to come to their pastor, confessing sins and expecting absolution, not because they 
were penitent and wished to reform, but on the ground of the indulgence. Luther refused, and warned 
them that unless they should repent and reform, they must perish in their sins. They repaired to Tetzel 
with the complaint that their confessor had refused his certificates, and some boldly demanded that 



their money be returned. Filled with rage, the friar uttered terrible curses, caused fires to be lighted in 
the public squares, and declared that he “had received an order from the pope to burn all heretics who 
presumed to oppose his most holy indulgences.”12{HF 81.2}

The disputation was appointed to be held at Baden. But the Council of Zurich, suspecting the designs 
of the papists and warned by the burning piles kindled in the papal cantons for confessors of the gospel,
forbade their pastor to expose himself to this peril. To go to Baden, where the blood of martyrs for the 
truth had just been shed, was to go to certain death. Oecolampadius and Haller were chosen to 
represent the Reformers, while the famous Dr. Eck, supported by a host of learned doctors and prelates,
was the champion of Rome.{HF 114.2} – YES

In the Netherlands the papal tyranny very early called forth protest. Seven hundred years before Luther,
the Roman pontiff was fearlessly impeached by two bishops, who, having been sent on an embassy to 
Rome, had learned the true character of the “holy see”: “You set up yourself in the temple of God; 
instead of pastor, you are become a wolf to the sheep. ... Whereas you ought to be a servant of servants,
as you call yourself, you endeavor to become a lord of lords. ... You bring the commands of God into 
contempt.”1{HF 149.1} – YES

In the seventeenth century thousands of pastors were expelled and the people were forbidden to attend 
any religious meetings except such as were sanctioned by the church. In the sheltering depths of the 
forest, those persecuted children of the Lord assembled to pour out their souls in prayer and praise. 
Many suffered for their faith. The jails were crowded, families broken up. Yet persecution could not 
silence their testimony. Many were driven across the ocean to America and there laid the foundations of
civil and religious liberty.{HF 158.3} – YES

When first constrained to separate from the English Church, the Puritans joined themselves by a 
covenant as the Lord’s free people “to walk together in all His ways made known or to be made known 
to them.”1 Here was the vital principle of Protestantism. With this purpose the Pilgrims departed from 
Holland to find a home in the New World. John Robinson, their pastor, in his farewell address to the 
exiles said:{HF 182.2} – YES

Mr. Barnes, author of a commentary and pastor of one of the leading churches in Philadelphia, “stated 
that ... now there are no awakenings, no conversions, not much apparent growth in grace in professors, 
and none come to his study to converse about the salvation of their souls. ... There is an increase of 
worldly-mindedness. Thus it is with all the denominations.”2{HF 234.1} – YES

Ministers, who as watchmen should have been the first to discern the tokens of Jesus’ coming, had 
failed to learn the truth from the prophets or from the signs of the times. Love for God and faith in His 
Word had grown cold, and the advent doctrine only aroused their unbelief. As of old the testimony of 
God’s Word was met with the inquiry: “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed?” John 7:48.
Many discouraged the study of the prophecies, teaching that the prophetic books were sealed and were 
not to be understood. Multitudes, trusting their pastors, refused to listen; and others, though convinced 
of the truth, dared not confess it lest they should be “put out of the synagogue.” John 9:22. The 
message God sent for testing the church revealed how great was the number who had set their 
affections on this world rather than on Christ.{HF 236.1} - YES

Protestant churches that have followed in the steps of Rome have manifested a similar desire to restrict 
liberty of conscience. An example is the long-continued persecution of dissenters by the Church of 
England. During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, nonconformist pastors and people were 



subjected to fine, imprisonment, torture, and martyrdom.{HF 274.4} – YES

But God will have a people to maintain the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of all doctrines 
and the basis of all reforms. The opinions of learned men, the deductions of science, the decisions of 
ecclesiastical councils, the voice of the majority—not one of these should be regarded as evidence for 
or against any doctrine. We should demand a plain “Thus saith the Lord.” Satan leads the people to 
look to pastors, to professors of theology as their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures for 
themselves. By controlling these leaders, he can influence the multitudes.{HF 363.1} – YES

The minister who has sacrificed truth to gain the favor of men now discerns the influence of his 
teachings. Every line written, every word uttered that led men to rest in a refuge of falsehood has been 
scattering seed; and now he beholds the harvest. Saith the Lord: “Woe be unto the pastors that destroy 
and scatter the sheep of my pasture! ... Behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings.” “With lies
ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of 
the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life.” Jeremiah 23:1, 2; 
Ezekiel 13:22.{HF 395.2} – YES

The people accuse one another of having led them to destruction, but all unite in heaping their bitterest 
condemnation upon the unfaithful pastors who prophesied “smooth things” (Isaiah 30:10), who led 
their hearers to make void the law of God and persecute those who would keep it holy. “We are lost!” 
they cry, “and you are the cause.” The hands that once crowned them with laurels will be raised for 
their destruction. Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed.{HF 396.2} – YES

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” God is seeking through his prophets and 
apostles to make us perfect; but if we would become perfect men and women in Christ, we must “come
in the unity of the faith.” {HS 124.6} – YES

Thursday we took the cars for London. Here we had the pleasure of meeting Eld. W. M. Jones, editor 
and publisher of the Sabbath Memorial, and pastor of an S. D. Baptist church in London, where he has 
for many years stood in defense of the Bible Sabbath. We appreciated his kindness in accompanying us 
to the British Museum, and in explaining to us many things of interest. It would have been pleasant and
profitable to spend considerable time among these interesting relics; but we were obliged to be content 
with only a few hours here in order that we might meet appointments at Southampton.{HS 163.4} – 
YES

The moral standing of a community is dependent upon the diffusion of Bible knowledge and the 
growth of true religion. Where the religious teachers bar the people from obtaining light from the 
Scriptures, unbelief, skepticism, and infidelity cannot but prevail. And with such examples as are given 
by these pastors, who are seeking to benefit themselves and not their flock, it is not strange that the 
people are self-indulgent, pleasure-loving, and sensual. But the Lord will cause the light of truth to 
shine forth amid the moral darkness; and those who receive the truth should be careful to correctly 
represent its sanctifying power upon their life and character, to show the contrast between the influence
of truth and that of error.{HS 199.1} – Unclear

The pastors in many cases are ignorant of the Scriptures and of the power of God, and they feed 
themselves instead of feeding the flock. At one of their late synods it was proposed that each pastor 



should visit every member of his congregation at least once a year; but with almost unanimous voice 
they objected to the measure, some saying that if it was insisted upon they would resign their charge. 
With many of them religion is a mere form, and they are doing comparatively nothing to advance the 
temporal or spiritual interests of their flock. The people are perishing in ignorance, while those who 
claim to be religious teachers take from them the key of knowledge. They enter not in themselves, and 
those who would enter in they hinder.{HS 244.1} – YES

All unite in heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful pastors have 
prophesied smooth things; they have led their hearers to make void the law of God and to persecute 
those who would keep it holy. Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before the world their work 
of deception. The multitudes are filled with fury. “We are lost!” they cry, “and you are the cause of our 
ruin”; and they turn upon the false shepherds. The very ones that once admired them most, will 
pronounce the most dreadful curses upon them. The very hands that once crowned them with laurels, 
will be raised for their destruction. The swords which were to slay God’s people, are now employed to 
destroy their enemies.—The Great Controversy, 655, 656 (1911). {LDE 247.3} – YES

“I occasionally attended the Christian church, where Elder Brown was pastor. During a conference 
meeting I was invited to relate my experience, which was considered a marked one, and I felt not only 
great freedom of expression, but happiness in telling my simple story of the love of Jesus and the joy of
being accepted of God. I told of my wonderful deliverance from the bondage of doubt and despair, and 
the joy that I experienced in the hope of salvation. As I spoke in simple language, with subdued heart 
and tearful eyes, my soul seemed drawn toward heaven in an ecstasy of thanksgiving. The melting 
power of the Lord came upon the assembled people. Many were weeping and others praising God.
{LS80 162.2} – YES

“I occasionally attended the Christian church, where Elder Brown was pastor. During a conference 
meeting I was invited to relate my experience, which was considered a marked one, and I felt not only 
great freedom of expression, but happiness in telling my simple story of the love of Jesus and the joy of
being accepted of God. I told of my wonderful deliverance from the bondage of doubt and despair, and 
the joy that I experienced in the hope of salvation. As I spoke in simple language, with subdued heart 
and tearful eyes, my soul seemed drawn toward heaven in an ecstasy of thanksgiving. The melting 
power of the Lord came upon the assembled people. Many were weeping and others praising God.
{LS88 162.2} – YES

Not long after receiving this great blessing, I attended a conference meeting at the Christian church, 
where Elder Brown was pastor. I was invited to relate my experience, and felt not only great freedom of
expression, but happiness, in telling my simple story of the love of Jesus and the joy of being accepted 
of God. As I spoke, with subdued heart and tearful eyes, my soul seemed drawn toward heaven in 
thanksgiving. The melting power of the Lord came upon the assembled people. Many were weeping 
and others praising God. {LS 40.3} – YES

The service was impressive throughout. Singers, [The singers were Mrs. H. M. Dunlap, Miss Florence 
Howell, Mrs. George R. Israel, Miss Nenna Dunlap, Prof. Frederick Griggs, Mr. M. H. Minier, Dr. M. 
A. Farnsworth, and Mr. Frank W. Hubbard.] pallbearers, [The pallbearers were Elders I. H. Evans, 
president of the North American Division Conference; W. T. Knox, treasurer of the General 
Conference; G. B. Thompson, secretary of the North American Division Conference; Prof. Frederick 
Griggs, educational secretary of the General Conference; F. M. Wilcox, editor of the Advent Review 
and Sabbath Herald; and G. E. Langdon, pastor of the Battle Creek Tabernacle Church.] and ministers 
[The ministers were Elders A. G. Daniells, president of the General Conference of Seventh-day 



Adventists (in charge of the service); S. N. Haskell, of South Lancaster, Mass.; M. C. Wilcox, of 
Mountain View, Cal.; C. B. Stephenson, of Atlanta, Ga.; William Covert, of Aurora, Ill.; L. H. 
Christian, of Chicago, Ill. Elder George I. Butler, of Bowling Green, Fla., Long a close associate of 
Elder and Mrs. James White in administrative affairs, had been invited by the General Conference to 
assist in the service, but was unable to be present.] ascended to the rostrum, kneeling for a few 
moments in silent prayer. Then the choir sang:{LS 464.1} – Ministers and Pastors are separate. Looks 
like commentary from the editors?

All who desire opportunity for true ministry, and who will give themselves unreservedly to God, will 
find in the canvassing work, opportunities to speak upon many things pertaining to the future, immortal
life. The experience thus gained will be of the greatest value to those who are fitting themselves for the 
ministry. It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares workers, both men and 
women, to become pastors to the flock of God. As they cherish the thought that Christ is their 
Companion, a holy awe, a sacred joy will be felt by them amid all their trying experiences and all their 
tests. They will learn how to pray as they work. They will be educated in patience, kindness, affability, 
and helpfulness. They will practise true, Christian courtesy, bearing in mind that Christ, their 
Companion, can not approve of harsh, unkind words or feelings. Their words will be purified. The 
power of speech will be regarded as a precious talent, lent them to do a high and holy work. The human
agent will learn how to represent the divine Companion with whom he is associated. To that unseen, 
holy One he will show respect and reverence, because he is wearing His yoke, and is learning His pure,
holy ways. Those who have faith in this divine Attendant will develop. They will be gifted with power 
to clothe the message of truth with a sacred beauty. {MC 30.1} – Unclear (Passage under study)

We are instructed in the word of God that an evangelist is a teacher. He should also be a medical 
missionary. But all are not given the same work. “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” ...{MM 249.3}
Those who labor in our conferences as ministers should become acquainted with the work of 
ministering to the sick. No minister should be proud that he is ignorant where he should be wise. 
Medical missionary work connects man with his fellowmen and with God. The manifestation of 
sympathy and confidence is not to be limited by time or space.— Manuscript 33, 1901.{MM 250.1} – 
Unclear. It seems she is referring to “ministers” as those who work in the conference.

There are many Christian youth that can do a good work if they will learn lessons in the school of 
Christ from the great Teacher. Even though pastors, evangelists, and teachers should neglect the 
seeking of the lost, let not the children and youth neglect to be doers of the word....{MYP 197.1} – 
YES

Then this sympathizing pastor puts in a chapter of his own experience; that his wife was not the woman
of his choice; that there is no real affinity between them. He does not love his wife. She does not meet 
his expectations. The barrier is thus broken down, and women are seduced. They believe their life is 
one great disappointment, and this shepherd has great sympathy for his flock. Lovesick sentimentalism 
is encouraged, and the mind and soul is spoiled of its purity, if this kind of work does not result in the 
breaking of the seventh commandment.{1MCP 227.3} – YES

The Importance of the Work of the Pastor-Counselor—As the physician deals with physical 
disease, so does the pastor minister to the sin-sick soul. And his work is as much more important than 
that of the physician as eternal life is more valuable than temporal existence. The pastor meets with an 
endless variety of temperaments, and it is his duty to become acquainted with the members of the 



families that listen to his teachings in order to determine what means will best influence them in the 
right direction.—Gospel Workers, 388 (1915). {2MCP 763.3} – YES

Holy Spirit Empowers Workers.—All who desire an opportunity for true ministry, and who will give 
themselves unreservedly to God, will find in the canvassing work opportunities to speak upon many 
things pertaining to the future, immortal life. The experience thus gained will be of the greatest value to
those who are fitting themselves for the ministry. It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that
prepares workers, both men and women, to become pastors to the flock of God. As they cherish the 
thought that Christ is their Companion, a holy awe, a sacred joy, will be felt by them amid all their 
trying experiences and all their tests. They will learn how to pray as they work. They will be educated 
in patience, kindness, affability, and helpfulness. They will practice true Christian courtesy, bearing in 
mind that Christ, their Companion, cannot approve of harsh, unkind words or feelings. Their words will
be purified. The power of speech will be regarded as a precious talent, lent them to do a high and holy 
work. The human agent will learn how to represent the divine Companion with whom he is associated. 
To that unseen Holy One he will show respect and reverence because he is wearing His yoke and is 
learning His pure, holy ways. Those who have faith in this divine Attendant will develop. They will be 
gifted with power to clothe the message of truth with a sacred beauty.—Testimonies For The Church 
6:322. (1900) {MTC 76.1} – Unclear (Passage under study)

Canvassing provides opportunities and experience—All who wish an opportunity for true ministry, 
and who will give themselves unreservedly to God, will find in the canvassing work opportunities to 
speak upon many things pertaining to the future immortal life. The experience thus gained will be of 
the greatest value to those who are fitting themselves for the work of the ministry. It is the 
accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares workers, both men and women, to become 
pastors to the flock of God.—The Review and Herald, January 15, 1901.{PaM 47.2} – Unclear 
(Passage under study)

Shepherds who fail at home will fail at church—He who is engaged in the work of the gospel 
ministry must be faithful in his family life. It is as essential that as a father he should improve the 
talents God has given him for the purpose of making the home a symbol of the heavenly family, as that 
in the work of the ministry, he should make use of his God-given powers to win souls for the church. 
As the priest in the home, and as the ambassador of Christ in the church, he should exemplify in his life
the character of Christ. He must be faithful in watching for souls as one that must give an account. In 
his service there must be seen no carelessness and inattentive work. God will not serve with the sins of 
men who have not a clear sense of the sacred responsibility involved in accepting a position as pastor 
of a church. He who fails to be a faithful, discerning shepherd in the home, will surely fail of being a 
faithful shepherd of the flock of God in the church.—Manuscript Releases 6:49. {PaM 88.3} – YES

Ministers must learn to work differently with each individual type of temperament—As the 
physician deals with physical disease, so does the pastor minister to the sin-sick soul. And his work is 
as much more important than that of the physician as eternal life is more valuable than temporal 
existence. The pastor meets with an endless variety of temperaments, and it is his duty to become 
acquainted with the members of the families that listen to his teachings in order to determine what 
means will best influence them in the right direction.—Gospel Workers, 338.{PaM 127.2} – YES

Ministers satisfied with the stimulus of sensational meetings must also learn to do personal work
—Close investigation reveals the fact that there are but very few sheaves to be gathered after these 
specially exciting meetings. Yet, from all the experience of the past, you have not learned to change 
your manner of labor. You have been slow to learn how to shape your future labors in such a manner as 



to shun the errors of the past. The reason of this has been, that, like the inebriate, you love the stimulus 
of these sensational meetings; you long for them as the drunkard longs for a glass of liquor to arouse 
his flagging energies. These debates, which create an excitement, are mistaken for zeal for God and 
love for the truth. You have been almost destitute of the Spirit of God to work with your efforts. If you 
had God with you in all your moves, and if you felt a burden for souls and had the wisdom to skillfully 
manage these exciting seasons to press souls into the kingdom of Christ, you could see fruits of your 
labors, and God would be glorified. Your soul should be all aglow with the spirit of the truth you 
present to others. After you have labored to convict souls of the claims that the law of God has upon 
them, teaching them repentance toward God and faith in Christ, then your work is but just begun. You 
too frequently excuse yourself from completing the work and leave a heavy burden for others to take 
up in finishing the work that you ought to have done. You say that you are not qualified to finish up the 
work. Then the sooner you qualify yourself to bear the burdens of a shepherd, or pastor, of the flock, 
the better.—Testimonies for the Church 3:227. {PaM 131.2} – YES

Instruct members how to work in medical missionary lines—Pastors and teachers are to work 
intelligently in their lines, instructing church members how to work in medical missionary lines. When 
the professed followers of Christ have an indwelling Saviour, they will be found doing as Christ did. 
They will have no opportunity to rust through inaction. They will have enough to do. And the work 
which they do under the auspices of the church will be their greatest means of communicating light.—
Welfare Ministry, 123.{PaM 157.2} – YES

Many ministers take their text from St. Paul and preach from the newspapers—Flowery 
discourses will not be sufficient to feed the soul of the famishing child of God. The following desire 
will give a voice to the longing of many a heart that is fed on what are called “smart sermons.” An 
intelligent man remarked, “O that my pastor would give me something besides pretty flowers, and 
brilliant periods, and intellectual treats! My soul is famishing for the Bread of Life. I long for 
something simple and nourishing and scriptural.” Daniel Webster gave utterance to these forcible 
words: “If clergymen in our day would return to the simplicity of gospel truth, and preach more to 
individuals and less to the crowd, there would not be so much complaint of the decline of true religion. 
Many of the ministers of the present day take their text from St. Paul, and preach from the newspapers. 
When they do so, I prefer to enjoy my own thoughts, rather than listen. I want my pastor to come to me
in the Spirit of the gospel, saying, `You are mortal. Your probation is brief, your work must be done 
speedily.... You are hastening to the bar of God. The Judge standeth before the door. ’”—The Review 
and Herald, June 23, 1891.{PaM 188.1} – YES

Have special meetings with new members—Candidates who have grown to manhood and 
womanhood should understand their duty better than do the younger ones; but the pastor of the church 
has a duty to do for these souls. Have they wrong habits and practices? It is the duty of the pastor to 
have special meetings with them. Give them Bible readings, converse and pray with them, and plainly 
show the claims of the Lord upon them. Read to them the teaching of the Bible in regard to conversion.
Show what is the fruit of conversion, the evidence that they love God. Show that true conversion is a 
change of heart, of thoughts and purposes. Evil habits are to be given up. The sins of evil-speaking, of 
jealousy, of disobedience, are to be put away. A warfare must be waged against every evil trait of 
character. Then the believing one can understandingly take to himself the promise: “Ask, and it shall be
given you.”—Testimonies for the Church 6:95.{PaM 206.1} – YES

The pastor needs to understand an endless variety of temperaments—As the physician deals with 
physical disease, so does the pastor minister to the sin-sick soul. And his work is as much more 
important than that of the physician as eternal life is more valuable than temporal existence. The pastor 



meets with an endless variety of temperaments, and it is his duty to become acquainted with the 
members of the families that listen to his teachings in order to determine what means will best 
influence them in the right direction.—Gospel Workers, 338.{PaM 215.2} – YES

One pastor said he would rather be horse-whipped than visit—Elder H used to live here and preach
to the people, but he was not a shepherd of the flock. He would tell the poor sheep that he would rather 
be horse-whipped than visit. He neglected personal labor, therefore pastoral work was not done in the 
church and its borders. The deacons and elders of the church have acted wisely and worked judiciously 
to keep the church in order, and we find the people in a much better condition than we had expected. 
We are happily disappointed. But when I look over the years, and think of what might have been done, 
if the man entrusted with the flock had been a faithful steward of God, watching for souls as one that 
must give an account, my heart is made sad. Had the preacher done the work of a pastor, a much larger 
number would now be rejoicing in the truth.—Manuscript Releases 9:343, 344.{PaM 223.1} – YES

Visit with a purpose—Many love to preach, but shun the labor that is required to lift souls out of sin. 
Men are dying all around us, and we have not made any special efforts to address them earnestly, 
interestedly, affectionately, as Christ would have done had he been on the earth. We are Christ’s 
ambassadors, watchmen unto the house of Israel, to see the dangers that await souls, and give them 
warning. The pastor is a shepherd of the sheep, guarding them, feeding them, warning them, reproving 
them, or encouraging them, as the case may require. There is visiting to be done, not to have a pleasant 
chat, but to do the work required of a watchman. There should be earnest conversation and prayer with 
these souls. This is the kind of work that gains valuable experience in the upbuilding of Christ’s 
kingdom.—The Review and Herald, October 20, 1896.{PaM 224.2} – YES

People are easily reached through social avenues—People are easily reached through the avenues of 
the social circle.... It is highly important that a pastor should mingle much with his people, that he may 
become acquainted with the different phases of human nature, readily understand the workings of the 
mind, adapt his teachings to the intellect of his people, and learn that grand charity possessed only by 
those who closely study the nature and needs of men.—Testimonies for the Church 4:266.{PaM 247.2}
– YES

Pastors need the help of parents in converting the youth—Many seem to think that the declension in
the church, the growing love of pleasure, is due to want of pastoral work. True, the church is to be 
provided with faithful guides and pastors. Ministers should labor earnestly for the youth who have not 
given themselves to Christ, and also for others who, though their names are on the church roll, are 
irreligious and Christless. But ministers may do their work faithfully and well, yet it will amount to 
very little if parents neglect their work. It is to a lack of Christianity in the home life that the lack of 
power in the church is due. Until parents take up their work as they should, it will be difficult to arouse 
the youth to a sense of their duty. If religion reigns in the home, it will be brought into the church. The 
parents who do their work for God are a power for good. As they restrain and encourage their children, 
bringing them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, they bless the neighborhood in which they 
live. And the church is strengthened by their faithful work.—Child Guidance, 550.{PaM 277.1} – 
Unclear

Five years later the same apostle writes to the Ephesians relative to the same gifts, plainly stating their 
object, and thus showing indirectly that they must continue till that object is accomplished. He says 
(Ephesians 4:8, 11-13): “Wherefore He saith, when He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men.... And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 



edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”{PP 24.2} – 
Unclear

Among the agencies which the apostle in his letters to both the Corinthians and Ephesians enumerates 
as “gifts” set in the church, we find “pastors,” “teachers,” “helps,” and “governments;” and all these are
acknowledged, on every hand, as still continuing in the church. Why not, then, the others also, 
including faith, healing, prophecy, etc.? Who is competent to draw the line, and say what gifts have 
been “set out” of the church, when all were, in the beginning, equally “set” therein?{PP 27.1} – 
Unclear

Farmers, Mechanics, to Be God’s Agents—The Sun of Righteousness has risen upon the church, and 
it is the duty of the church to shine. Those who are connected with Christ will grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, to the full stature of men and women. It is the privilege of every soul to 
make advancement. No one is to be an idler in the vineyard. If all who claim to believe the truth had 
made the most of their opportunities and ability to learn all that they were privileged to learn, they 
would have become strong in Christ. No matter what may have been their occupation, if farmers, 
mechanics, teachers, or pastors, if they had wholly consecrated themselves to God, they would have 
been efficient agents to work for the heavenly Master.—Manuscript 151, 1897.{PM 273.1} – YES

The old-fashioned pastor, who traveled on horseback and spent much time in visiting his flock, enjoyed
much better health, notwithstanding his hardships and exposures, than our ministers of today, who 
avoid all physical exertion as far as possible and confine themselves to their books.{RY 41.1} – YES

“Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men; for I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” No fear of giving offense, no desire for friendship 
or applause, could lead him to withhold the words which God had given him for their instruction, 
warning, or correction. The minister of Christ is not to present to the people those truths that are most 
pleasing, while he withholds others which might cause them pain. He should watch with deep 
solicitude the development of character. If he sees that any of his flock are cherishing sin, he must as a 
faithful shepherd give them instruction from God’s word applicable to their case. Should he permit 
them in their self-confidence to go on in sin unwarned, he would be held responsible for their blood. 
The pastor who fulfills his high commission must instruct his people in every point of the Christian 
faith, all that they ought to be or to do, in order to stand perfect in the day of God.{LP 200.1} – YES

The informed reader is well acquainted with the great strides that have been made by the race so 
misused and sadly neglected, and he knows, too, that the church, stirred to action, increasingly accepted
the challenge to missionary witness so urgently placed before it. The result is that in the United States 
we have proportionately more members among the colored people than among the caucasians. 
Competent negro personnel fill positions of responsibility and trust in the institutions and organizations
of the church from the local pastor and church-school teacher to its General Conference staff.{SWk 
7.1} – YES

The design of the gifts, and also the time of their continuance in the church, are definitely expressed by 
the apostle to the Ephesians: “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying the body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Chap. 4:11-13.
{1SP 13.2} – Unclear



It is one of the leading doctrines of Romanism that the pope is the visible head of the universal church 
of Christ, invested with supreme authority over bishops and pastors in all parts of the world. More than 
this, the pope has arrogated the very titles of Deity. He styles himself “Lord God the Pope,” assumes 
infallibility, and demands that all men pay him homage. Thus the same claim urged by Satan in the 
wilderness of temptation is still urged by him through the church of Rome, and vast numbers are ready 
to yield him homage.{4SP 53.1} – YES

God had preserved his servant for more important labors. Wycliffe, like his Master, preached the gospel
to the poor. As a professor of theology, he presented the truth to the students under his instruction, and 
received the title of “The Gospel Doctor.” In his parish he addressed the people as a friend and pastor.
{4SP 88.2} – YES

Luther, though still a papist of the straitest sort, was filled with horror at the blasphemous assumptions 
of the indulgence-mongers. Many of his own congregation had purchased certificates of pardon, and 
they soon began to come to their pastor, confessing their various sins, and expecting absolution, not 
because they were penitent and wished to reform, but on the ground of the indulgence. Luther refused 
them absolution, and warned them that unless they should repent, and reform their lives, they must 
perish in their sins. In great perplexity they sought out Tetzel, and informed him that an Augustine 
monk had treated his letters with contempt. The friar was filled with rage. He uttered the most terrible 
curses, caused fires to be lighted in the public square, and declared that he had orders from the pope to 
burn the heretics who dared oppose his most holy indulgences.{4SP 104.1} – YES

The Church of England, following in the steps of Rome, persecuted dissenters from the established 
faith. In the seventeenth century thousands of godly pastors were expelled from their positions. The 
people were forbidden, on pain of heavy fines, imprisonment, and banishment, to attend any religious 
meetings except such as were sanctioned by the church. Those faithful souls who could not refrain 
from gathering to worship God, were compelled to meet in dark alleys, in obscure garrets, and at some 
seasons in the woods at midnight. In the sheltering depths of the forest, a temple of God’s own 
building, those scattered and persecuted children of the Lord assembled to pour out their souls in prayer
and praise. But despite all their precautions, many suffered for their faith. The jails were crowded. 
Families were broken up. Many were banished to foreign lands. Yet God was with his people, and 
persecution could not prevail to silence their testimony. Many were driven across the ocean to America,
and here laid the foundations of civil and religious liberty which have been the bulwark and glory of 
our country.{4SP 174.1} – YES

Baxter, Flavel, Alleine, and other men of talent, education, and deep Christian experience, stood up in 
valiant defense of “the faith once delivered to the saints.” The work accomplished by these men, 
proscribed and outlawed by the rulers of this world, can never perish. Flavel’s “Fountain of Life” and 
“Method of Grace” have taught thousands how to commit the keeping of their souls to Christ. Baxter’s 
“Reformed Pastor” has proved a blessing to many who desire a revival of the work of God, and his 
“Saints’ Everlasting Rest” has done its work in leading souls to the “rest that remaineth for the people 
of God.”{4SP 175.1} – YES

Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to man in the place of God. He leads the people to 
look to bishops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures
to learn their duty for themselves. Then by controlling the minds of these leaders he can influence the 
multitudes according to his will. {4SP 413.3} – YES



The people see that they have been deluded. They eagerly accuse one another of having led them to 
destruction; but all unite in heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful pastors 
have prophesied smooth things; they have led their hearers to make void the law of God and to 
persecute those who would keep it holy. Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before the world 
their work of deception. The multitudes are filled with fury. “We are lost!” they cry, “and you are the 
cause of our ruin;” and they turn upon the false watchmen. The very ones that once admired them most,
will pronounce the most dreadful curses upon them. The very hands that once crowned them with 
laurels will be raised for their destruction. The swords which were to slay God’s people are now 
employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed. {4SP 472.2} – YES

Ephesians 4:11-13. “And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”{1SG 12.1} – Unclear

We learn from a previous verse that when Christ ascended up on high, he gave gifts unto men. Of these 
gifts are enumerated apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. The object for which they 
were given was the perfecting of the saints in unity and knowledge. Some, who profess to be pastors 
and teachers, at the present day, hold that these gifts fully accomplished their object some eighteen 
hundred years ago, and consequently ceased. Why not then throw aside their titles of pastors and 
teachers? If the office of prophet is limited by this text to the primitive church, so is that of evangelist 
and all the rest; for there is no distinction made.{1SG 12.2} – Unclear

We now come to the testimony of Paul. Ephesians 4:4-13. “There is one body and one Spirit, even as 
ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you all. But unto every one of us is given grace according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, when he ascended on high, he led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men.......and he gave some, apostles, and some, prophets, and some, 
evangelists, and some, pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.” {3SG 11.3} – Unclear

It will be admitted that evangelists, pastors, and teachers, were to extend to the end of the Christian age.
Then why not the others? If it be said that the state of unity and perfection described by the apostle is in
the past history of the church, then we reply that evangelists, pastors, and teachers, ceased with that 
happy state of things. But he who admits the perpetuity of these, must acknowledge the perpetuity of 
the others. {3SG 12.2} – Unclear

It is one of the leading doctrines of Romanism that the pope is the visible head of the universal church 
of Christ, invested with supreme authority over bishops and pastors in all parts of the world. More than 
this, the pope has arrogated the very titles of Deity.{SR 327.3} – YES

Not long after receiving this great blessing, I attended a conference meeting at the Christian church, 
where Elder Brown was pastor. I was invited to relate my experience, and I felt not only great freedom 
of expression, but happiness, in telling my simple story of the love of Jesus and the joy of being 
accepted of God. As I spoke, with subdued heart and tearful eyes, my soul seemed drawn toward 
heaven in thanksgiving. The melting power of the Lord came upon the assembled people. Many were 
weeping and others praising God.{1T 33.1} – YES



These things have a bad influence on ministers who are handling sacred, elevated truths, truths which 
are to prove as a savor of life unto life, or of death unto death, to those who hear them. Generally the 
influence of discussions upon our ministers is to make them self-sufficient and exalted in their own 
estimation. This is not all. Those who love to debate are unfitted for being pastors to the flock. They 
have trained their minds to meet opponents and to say sarcastic things, and they cannot come down to 
meet hearts that are sorrowing and need comforting. They have also dwelt so much upon the 
argumentative that they have neglected the practical subjects that the flock of God need. They have but 
little knowledge of the sermons of Christ, which enter into the everyday life of the Christian, and they 
have but little disposition to study them. They have risen above the simplicity of the work. When they 
were little in their own eyes, God helped them; angels of God ministered unto them and made their 
labors highly successful in convincing men and women of the truth. But in the training of their minds 
for discussion they frequently become coarse and rough. They lose the interest and tender sympathy 
which should ever attend the efforts of a shepherd of Christ.{3T 216.1} – YES

Close investigation reveals the fact that there are but very few sheaves to be gathered after these 
specially exciting meetings. Yet, from all the experience of the past, you have not learned to change 
your manner of labor. You have been slow to learn how to shape your future labors in such a manner as 
to shun the errors of the past. The reason of this has been, that, like the inebriate, you love the stimulus 
of these sensational meetings; you long for them as the drunkard longs for a glass of liquor to arouse 
his flagging energies. These debates, which create an excitement, are mistaken for zeal for God and 
love for the truth. You have been almost destitute of the Spirit of God to work with your efforts. If you 
had God with you in all your moves, and if you felt a burden for souls and had the wisdom to skillfully 
manage these exciting seasons to press souls into the kingdom of Christ, you could see fruits of your 
labors, and God would be glorified. Your soul should be all aglow with the spirit of the truth you 
present to others. After you have labored to convict souls of the claims that the law of God has upon 
them, teaching them repentance toward God and faith in Christ, then your work is but just begun. You 
too frequently excuse yourself from completing the work and leave a heavy burden for others to take 
up in finishing the work that you ought to have done. You say that you are not qualified to finish up the 
work. Then the sooner you qualify yourself to bear the burdens of a shepherd, or pastor, of the flock, 
the better. {3T 227.3} – YES

Ministers of Christ should feel it a duty binding upon them, if they receive the hospitalities of their 
brethren or friends, to leave a blessing with the family by seeking to encourage and strengthen its 
members. They should not neglect the duties of a pastor, as they visit from house to house. They should
become familiar with every member of the family, that they may understand the spiritual condition of 
all, and vary their manner of labor to meet the case of each. When a minister bearing the solemn 
message of warning to the world receives the hospitable courtesies of friends and brethren, and neglects
the duties of a shepherd of the flock and is careless in his example and deportment, engaging with the 
young in trifling conversation, in jesting and joking, and in relating humorous anecdotes to create 
laughter, he is unworthy of being a gospel minister and needs to be converted before he should be 
entrusted with the care of the sheep and lambs. Ministers who are neglectful of the duties devolving on 
a faithful pastor give evidence that they are not sanctified by the truths they present to others and 
should not be sustained as laborers in the vineyard of the Lord till they have a high sense of the 
sacredness of the work of a minister of Christ. {3T 232.3} – YES

The best efforts of the meekest man upon the earth could not quell their insubordination. The unselfish 
interest of Moses was rewarded with jealousy, suspicion, and calumny. His humble shepherd’s life was 
far more peaceful and happy than his present position as pastor of that vast congregation of turbulent 



spirits. Their unreasonable jealousies were more difficult to manage than the fierce wolves of the 
wilderness. But Moses dared not choose his own course and do as best pleased himself. He had left the 
shepherd’s crook at God’s command and in its place had received a rod of power. He dared not lay 
down this scepter and resign his position till God should dismiss him. {3T 342.2} – Unclear

We are living in a most solemn time. All have a work to do requiring diligence. Especially is this true 
of the pastor, who is to care for and feed the flock of God. The one whose special work it is to lead the 
people into the path of truth, should be an able expositor of the word, capable of adapting his teachings 
to the wants of the people. He should be so closely connected with heaven as to become a living 
channel of light, a mouthpiece for God.{4T 260.1} – YES

A pastor should have a correct understanding of the word and also of the human character. Our faith is 
unpopular. The people are unwilling to be convinced that they are so deeply in error; a great work is to 
be done, and at present there are but few to do it. One man usually performs the labor which should be 
shared by two; for the work of the evangelist is necessarily combined with that of the pastor, bringing a
double burden upon the worker in the field.{4T 260.2} – YES

The duties of a pastor are often shamefully neglected because the minister lacks strength to sacrifice his
personal inclinations for seclusion and study. The pastor should visit from house to house among his 
flock, teaching, conversing, and praying with each family, and looking out for the welfare of their 
souls. Those who have manifested a desire to become acquainted with the principles of our faith should
not be neglected, but thoroughly instructed in the truth. No opportunity to do good should be lost by the
watchful and zealous minister of God.{4T 266.3} – YES

The duties of a pastor are often shamefully neglected because the minister lacks strength to sacrifice his
personal inclinations for seclusion and study. The pastor should visit from house to house among his 
flock, teaching, conversing, and praying with each family, and looking out for the welfare of their 
souls. Those who have manifested a desire to become acquainted with the principles of our faith should
not be neglected, but thoroughly instructed in the truth. No opportunity to do good should be lost by the
watchful and zealous minister of God.{4T 266.3} – YES

Those who seclude themselves from the people are in no condition to help them. A skillful physician 
must understand the nature of various diseases and must have a thorough knowledge of the human 
structure. He must be prompt in attending to the patients. He knows that delays are dangerous. When 
his experienced hand is laid upon the pulse of the sufferer, and he carefully notes the peculiar indication
of the malady, his previous knowledge enables him to determine concerning the nature of the disease 
and the treatment necessary to arrest its progress. As the physician deals with physical disease, so does 
the pastor minister to the sin-sick soul. And his work is as much more important than that of the former 
as eternal life is more valuable than temporal existence. The pastor meets with an endless variety of 
temperaments; and it is his duty to become acquainted with the members of families that listen to his 
teachings, in order to determine what means will best influence them in the right direction.{4T 267.1} 
– YES

The old-fashioned pastor, who traveled on horseback and spent much time in visiting his flock, enjoyed
much better health, notwithstanding his hardships and exposures, than our ministers of today, who 
avoid all physical exertion as far as possible and confine themselves to their books. {4T 269.4} – YES

When Christ ascended to heaven, He left the work on earth in the hands of His servants, the 
undershepherds. “And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 



pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”{5T 237.3} – Unclear

There has been a neglect on the part of the ministers. They have not urged home to the hearts of their 
hearers the necessity of faithfulness. They have not educated the church on all points of truth and duty 
nor labored with zeal to bring them into working order and to get them interested in every branch of the
cause of God. I have been shown that had the church been properly educated, they would have been far
in advance of their present position. The neglect on the part of the ministers has made the people 
careless and unfaithful. They have not felt their individual responsibility, but have excused themselves 
on account of the failure of the ministers to do the work of a pastor. But God does not hold them 
excused. Had they no Bible, had they no warnings, reproofs, and entreaties from heaven to bring duty 
to their minds, there would be less condemnation. But the Lord has given counsel and instruction; the 
duty of each individual has been made so plain that he need make no mistake. {5T 302.2} – YES

Those who have access to God through Christ have important work before them. Now is the time to lay
hold of the arm of our strength. The prayer of David should be the prayer of pastors and laymen: “It is 
time for Thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void Thy law.” Let the servants of the Lord weep 
between the porch and the altar, crying: “Spare Thy people, O Lord, and give not Thine heritage to 
reproach.” God has always wrought for His people in their greatest extremity, when there seemed the 
least hope that ruin could be averted. The designs of wicked men, the enemies of the church, are subject
to His power and overruling providence. He can move upon the hearts of statesmen; the wrath of the 
turbulent and disaffected, the haters of God, His truth, and His people can be turned aside, even as the 
rivers of water are turned, if He orders it thus. Prayer moves the arm of Omnipotence. He who marshals
the stars in order in the heavens, whose word controls the waves of the great deep, the same infinite 
Creator will work in behalf of His people if they call upon Him in faith. He will restrain the forces of 
darkness until the warning is given to the world and all who will heed it are prepared for the conflict. 
{5T 452.2} – YES

The merchant, the carpenter, the farmer, and the lawyer all have to learn their trade or profession. At 
first, for want of knowledge, they do imperfect work; but as they continue patiently at their vocations 
they become masters of their several callings. Without close application of mind and heart, and all the 
powers of the being, the minister will prove a failure. He may be a preacher, but he must also be fitted 
to act as a pastor. Study must never cease; it must be continued all through the period of his labor, no 
matter how well qualified for the labor he may think himself to be.{5T 528.1} – YES

For the want of wise management the work in Battle Creek and throughout the State of Michigan is far 
behind what it should be. While it is necessary for us to understand the situation and the needs of 
foreign missions, we should also be able to comprehend the needs of the work at our very doors. If 
rightly improved, the advantages which God has placed within our reach would enable us to send forth 
a much larger number of workers. There is need of vigorous work in our churches. The special message
showing the important issues now pending, the duties and dangers of our time, should be presented 
before them, not in a tame, lifeless manner, “but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” 
Responsibilities must be laid upon the members of the church. The missionary spirit should be 
awakened as never before, and workers should be appointed as needed, who will act as pastors to the 
flock, putting forth personal effort to bring the church up to that condition where spiritual life and 
activity will be seen in all her borders.{5T 723.2} – Unclear

“And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 



teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-13.{6T 48.3} – Unclear

Properly conducted, the camp meeting is a school where pastors, elders, and deacons can learn to do 
more perfect work for the Master. It should be a school where the members of the church, old and 
young, are given opportunity to learn the way of the Lord more perfectly, a place where believers can 
receive an education that will help them to help others.{6T 49.2} – YES

The Pastor’s Work. Candidates who have grown to manhood and womanhood should understand their 
duty better than do the younger ones; but the pastor of the church has a duty to do for these souls. Have
they wrong habits and practices? It is the duty of the pastor to have special meetings with them. Give 
them Bible readings, converse and pray with them, and plainly show the claims of the Lord upon them. 
Read to them the teaching of the Bible in regard to conversion. Show what is the fruit of conversion, 
the evidence that they love God. Show that true conversion is a change of heart, of thoughts and 
purposes. Evil habits are to be given up. The sins of evil-speaking, of jealousy, of disobedience, are to 
be put away. A warfare must be waged against every evil trait of character. Then the believing one can 
understandingly take to himself the promise: “Ask, and it shall be given you.” Matthew 7:7.{6T 95.1} –
YES

The fourth chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians contains lessons given us by God. In this chapter one 
speaks under the inspiration of God, one to whom in holy vision God had given instruction. He 
describes the distribution of God’s gifts to His workers, saying: “He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-13. Here we are shown that God gives to every man his work, and in doing 
this work man is fulfilling his part of God’s great plan.{6T 243.1} – Unclear

The Lord has need of all kinds of skillful workmen. “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-13.{6T 291.2} – Unclear

All who desire an opportunity for true ministry, and who will give themselves unreservedly to God, 
will find in the canvassing work opportunities to speak upon many things pertaining to the future, 
immortal life. The experience thus gained will be of the greatest value to those who are fitting 
themselves for the ministry. It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares workers, 
both men and women, to become pastors to the flock of God. As they cherish the thought that Christ is 
their Companion, a holy awe, a sacred joy, will be felt by them amid all their trying experiences and all 
their tests. They will learn how to pray as they work. They will be educated in patience, kindness, 
affability, and helpfulness. They will practice true Christian courtesy, bearing in mind that Christ, their 
Companion, cannot approve of harsh, unkind words or feelings. Their words will be purified. The 
power of speech will be regarded as a precious talent, lent them to do a high and holy work. The human
agent will learn how to represent the divine Companion with whom he is associated. To that unseen 
Holy One he will show respect and reverence because he is wearing His yoke and is learning His pure, 
holy ways. Those who have faith in this divine Attendant will develop. They will be gifted with power 
to clothe the message of truth with a sacred beauty.{6T 322.1} – Inclear (Passage under study)



Brethren and sisters who have long claimed to believe the truth, I ask you individually, Have your 
practices been in harmony with the light, the privileges, and the opportunities granted you of heaven? 
This is a serious question. The Sun of Righteousness has risen upon the church, and it is the duty of the 
church to shine. It is the privilege of every soul to make advancement. Those who are connected with 
Christ will grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Son of God, to the full stature of men and 
women. If all who claim to believe the truth had made the most of their ability and opportunities to 
learn and to do, they would have become strong in Christ. Whatever their occupation,—whether they 
were farmers, mechanics, teachers, or pastors,—if they had wholly consecrated themselves to God they
would have become efficient workers for the heavenly Master.{6T 423.1} – YES

The commission given to the disciples is given also to us. Today, as then, a crucified and risen Saviour 
is to be uplifted before those who are without God and without hope in the world. The Lord calls for 
pastors, teachers, and evangelists. From door to door His servants are to proclaim the message of 
salvation. To every nation, kindred, tongue, and people the tidings of pardon through Christ are to be 
carried. {8T 15.5} – YES

Every branch of the work of God is to have recognition. “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; 
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” Ephesians 4:11, 12. This Scripture shows that there
are to be different workers, different instrumentalities. Each has a different work. No one is required to 
lay hold of another’s work, and, though untrained, try to do it. God has given to each according to his 
ability. One man may think that his position gives him authority to dictate to other workers, but this is 
not so. Ignorant of their work, he would enlarge where he should retrench, and retrench where he 
should enlarge, because he can see only the part of the vineyard where he is working. {8T 170.2} – 
Unclear

“When He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.... And He gave 
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ: from whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. Ephesians 4:8-16.{8T 176.2} – Unclear

“Properly conducted, the camp meeting is a school where pastors, elders, and deacons can learn to do 
more perfect work for the Master. It should be a school where the members of the church, old and 
young, are given opportunity to learn the way of the Lord more perfectly, a place where believers can 
receive an education that will help them to help others....{9T 82.1} – YES

God has a church, and she has a divinely appointed ministry. “And He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but 



speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.”{TM 
52.1} – Unclear

These solemn matters are set before me in clear lines. God has appointed apostles, pastors, evangelists, 
and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith. God declares to His people, “Ye are God’s 
husbandry, ye are God’s building.” There must be a continual advancement. Step by step His followers 
must make straight paths for their feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way. Those who 
would labor for God must work intelligently to replenish the deficiencies in themselves and glorify the 
Lord God of Israel by standing in the light, working in the light of the Sun of Righteousness. Thus they 
will carry the church forward and upward and heavenward, making its separation from the world more 
and more distinct.{TM 406.2} – YES

We will not be speaking of what cannot be done, but of what can be done. “Go forward,” is the word of
our Leader. We are distinctly told by the Lord Jesus Christ through His apostle that He “gave some 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.” Here is represented constant growth of knowledge in Christ Jesus, and 
it is a matter that deserves careful attention.{TSA 31.1} – Unclear

When Christ ascended to heaven, He left the work on earth in the hands of His servants, the 
undershepherds. “And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-13.{2TT 78.3} – 
YES

Those who have access to God through Christ have important work before them. Now is the time to lay
hold of the arm of our strength. The prayer of David should be the prayer of pastors and laymen: “It is 
time for Thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void Thy law.” Psalm 119:126. Let the servants of the
Lord weep between the porch and the altar, crying: “Spare Thy people, O Lord, and give not Thine 
heritage to reproach.” Joel 2:17. God has always wrought for His people in their greatest extremity, 
when there seemed the least hope that ruin could be averted. The designs of wicked men, the enemies 
of the church, are subject to His power and overruling providence. He can move upon the hearts of 
statesmen; the wrath of the turbulent and disaffected, the haters of God, His truth, and His people can 
be turned aside, even as the rivers of water are turned, if He orders it thus. Prayer moves the arm of 
Omnipotence. He who marshals the stars in order in the heavens, whose word controls the waves of the
great deep, the same infinite Creator will work in behalf of His people if they call upon Him in faith. 
He will restrain the forces of darkness until the warning is given to the world and all who will heed it 
are prepared for the conflict. {2TT 152.2} – YES

God has a church, and she has a divinely appointed ministry. “And He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.” 



Ephesians 4:11-15. {2TT 357.3} – Unclear

Candidates who have grown to manhood and womanhood should understand their duty better than do 
the younger ones; but the pastor of the church has a duty to do for these souls. Have they wrong habits 
and practices? It is the duty of the pastor to have special meeting with them. Give them Bible readings, 
converse and pray with them, and plainly show the claims of the Lord upon them. Read to them the 
teaching of the Bible in regard to conversion. Show what is the fruit of conversion, the evidence that 
they love God. Show that true conversion is a change of heart, of thoughts and purposes. Evil habits are
to be given up. The sins of evilspeaking, of jealousy, of disobedience, are to be put away. A warfare 
must be waged against every evil trait of character. Then the believing one can understandingly take to 
himself the promise: “Ask, and it shall be given you.” Matthew 7:7. {2TT 392.3} – YES

The Lord has need of all kinds of skillful workmen. “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-13.{2TT 529.1} – Unclear

All who desire an opportunity for true ministry, and who will give themselves unreservedly to God, 
will find in the canvassing work opportunities to speak upon many things pertaining to the future, 
immortal life. The experience thus gained will be of the greatest value to those who are fitting 
themselves for the ministry. It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares workers, 
both men and women, to become pastors to the flock of God. As they cherish the thought that Christ is 
their Companion, a holy awe, a sacred joy, will be felt by them amid all their trying experiences and all 
their tests. They will learn how to pray as they work. They will be educated in patience, kindness, 
affability, and helpfulness. They will practice true Christian courtesy, bearing in mind that Christ, their 
Companion, cannot approve of harsh, unkind words or feelings. Their words will be purified. The 
power of speech will be regarded as a precious talent, lent them to do a high and holy work. The human
agent will learn how to represent the divine Companion with whom he is associated. To that unseen 
Holy One he will show respect and reverence because he is wearing His yoke and is learning His pure, 
holy ways. Those who have faith in this divine Attendant will develop. They will be gifted with power 
to clothe the message of truth with a sacred beauty.{2TT 541.1} – Unclear (Passage under study)

Brethren and sisters who have long claimed to believe the truth, I ask you individually, Have your 
practices been in harmony with the light, the privileges, and the opportunities granted you of heaven? 
This is a serious question. The Sun of Righteousness has risen upon the church, and it is the duty of the 
church to shine. It is the privilege of every soul to make advancement. Those who are connected with 
Christ will grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Son of God, to the full stature of men and 
women. If all who claim to believe the truth had made the most of their ability and opportunities to 
learn and to do, they would have become strong in Christ. Whatever their occupation,—whether they 
were farmers, mechanics, teachers, or pastors,—if they had wholly consecrated themselves to God they
would have become efficient workers for the heavenly Master.{3TT 57.1} – YES

The commission given to the disciples is given also to us. Today, as then, a crucified and risen Saviour 
is to be uplifted before those who are without God and without hope in the world. The Lord calls for 
pastors, teachers, and evangelists. From door to door His servants are to proclaim the message of 
salvation. To every nation, kindred, tongue, and people the tidings of pardon through Christ are to be 
carried.{3TT 207.1} – YES



Properly conducted, the camp meeting is a school where pastors, elders, and deacons can learn to do 
more perfect work for the Master. It should be a school where the members of the church, old and 
young, are given opportunity to learn the way of the Lord more perfectly, a place where believers can 
receive an education that will help them to help others.{3TT 323.1} – YES

“I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” No fear of giving offense could lead 
Paul to withhold the words that God had given him for their warning or correction. If the minister of 
Christ today sees that any of his flock are cherishing sin, he must as a faithful shepherd give them from 
God’s word the instruction applicable to their case. The pastor must give his people faithful instruction,
showing them what they must be and do in order to stand perfect in the day of God. A faithful teacher 
of the truth will at the close of his work be able to say with Paul, “I am pure from the blood of all men.”
{TT 205.5} – YES

Ministry means earnest, personal labor. Pastors are needed—faithful shepherds—who will not flatter 
God’s people nor treat them harshly, but who will feed them with the bread of life.{TT 276.4} – YES

Word Purification by the Holy Spirit—It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that 
prepares workers, both men and women, to become pastors to the flock of God.... They will practice 
true Christian courtesy, bearing in mind that Christ, their Companion, cannot approve of harsh, unkind 
words or feelings. Their words will be purified. The power of speech will be regarded as a precious 
talent, lent them to do a high and holy work. The human agent will learn how to represent the divine 
Companion with whom he is associated. To that unseen Holy One he will show respect and reverence 
because he is wearing His yoke and is learning His pure, holy ways. Those who have faith in this 
divine Attendant will develop. They will be gifted with power to clothe the message of truth with a 
sacred beauty.—Testimonies for the Church 6:322. {VSS 222.4} – Unclear (Passage under study)

These things have a bad influence on ministers who are handling sacred, elevated truths, truths which 
are to prove as a savor of life unto life, or of death unto death, to those who hear them. Generally the 
influence of discussions upon our ministers is to make them self-sufficient and exalted in their own 
estimation. This is not all. Those who love to debate are unfitted for being pastors to the flock. They 
have trained their minds to meet opponents and to say sarcastic things, and they cannot come down to 
meet hearts that are sorrowing and need to be comforted.{VSS 245.1} – YES

The Prayer of the Medical Missionary—Pastors and teachers are to work intelligently in their lines, 
instructing church members how to work in medical missionary lines. When the professed followers of 
Christ have an indwelling Saviour, they will be found doing as Christ did. They will have no 
opportunity to rust through inaction. They will have enough to do. And the work which they do under 
the auspices of the church will be their greatest means of communicating light.{WM 123.2} – YES

God has appointed apostles, pastors, evangelists, and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith. 
God declares to His people, “Ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.” There must be a 
continual advancement. Step by step His followers must make straight paths for their feet, lest that 
which is lame be turned out of the way.{BLJ 369.2} – Unclear

The Lord has need of all kinds of skillful workmen. “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” Ephesians 4:11, 12.{FLB 292.4} – Unclear



Now is the time for us to lay hold of the arm of our strength. The prayer of David should be the prayer 
of pastors and laymen: “It is time for thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void thy law.” Let the 
servants of God weep between the porch and the altar, crying, “Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not 
Thine heritage to reproach.” God has always wrought in behalf of His truth. The designs of the wicked,
the enemies of the church, are subject to His power and His overruling providence. He can move upon 
the hearts of statesmen; the wrath of the haters of His truth and His people can be turned aside, even as 
the waters of a river could be turned, if thus He ordered it.{FH 36.4} – YES

Now is the time to lay hold of the arm of our strength. The prayer of David should be the prayer of 
pastors and laymen: “It is time for thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void thy law” (Psalm 
119:126). Let the servants of God weep between the porch and the altar, crying, “Spare thy people, O 
Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach” (Joel 2:17).{HP 351.4} – YES

Jesus was the good shepherd to whom the porter openeth, who knows the sheep, calleth His own by 
name, and leadeth them out. He it is who is stronger than the thief and the robber, those who enter not 
in at the door, but climb up some other way. The Pharisees were not able to discern that this parable 
was spoken against them, the professed leaders of the people, pastors of the flock. Jesus presented 
Himself in contrast to them, and when they reasoned in their hearts as to what he could mean by the 
parable, He said, “I am the door [of the sheep]: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall 
go in and out, and find pasture”.... Christ presented Himself as the only one in whom were 
qualifications for making a good shepherd.{LHU 197.4} – Unclear

Whenever the church has obtained secular power, she has employed it to punish dissent from her 
doctrines. Protestant churches that have followed in the steps of Rome by forming alliance with 
worldly powers have manifested a similar desire to restrict liberty of conscience. An example of this is 
given in the long-continued persecution of dissenters by the Church of England. During the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, thousands of nonconformist ministers were forced to flee from their 
churches, and many, both of pastors and people, were subjected to fine, imprisonment, torture, and 
martyrdom.{Mar 165.3} – YES

The people see that they have been deluded. They accuse one another of having led them to 
destruction; but all unite in heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful pastors 
have prophesied smooth things; they have led their hearers to make void the law of God and to 
persecute those who would keep it holy. Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before the world 
their work of deception. The multitudes are filled with fury. “We are lost!” they cry, “and you are the 
cause of our ruin”; and they turn upon the false shepherds. The very ones that once admired them most 
will pronounce the most dreadful curses upon them. The very hands that once crowned them with 
laurels will be raised for their destruction. The swords which were to slay God’s people are now 
employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed.{Mar 294.4} – YES

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13{ML 38.1} – Unclear

In His service there must be seen no carelessness and inattentive work. God will not serve with the sins 
of men who have not a clear sense of the sacred responsibility involved in accepting a position as 
pastor of a church. He who fails to be a faithful, discerning shepherd in the home will surely fail of 
being a faithful shepherd to the flock of God in the church.—Manuscript 42, 1903.{RC 179.4} – YES



Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to man in the place of God. He leads the people to 
look to bishops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures
to learn their duty for themselves. Then, by controlling the minds of these leaders, he can influence the 
multitudes according to his will.{RC 369.6} – YES

The Lord has need of all kinds of skillful workmen. “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; 
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11, 12). ... Each worker in every 
branch of work in the Lord’s vineyard must have a head and a heart sanctified through the truth to 
enable him to see not merely the part of the work which is under his supervision, but its relation to the 
great whole. When the workers are consecrated to God they will reveal the love of God for their 
brethren who work under the unseen, divine Master Worker. “We are labourers together with God” (1 
Corinthians 3:9)....{TMK 323.4} – Unclear

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ. Ephesians 4:11, 12.{TDG 154.1} – Unclear

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13.{UL 271.1} – Unclear

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13.{YRP 217.1} – 
Unclear

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13.{YRP 217.1} – 
Unclear

The Lord has given to those who should be His human agents talents of means, capacity, and influence,
according to their ability to employ these gifts in a wise manner for His service. He has given to every 
man his work. “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers.”{YRP 217.2} – Unclear

The Lord has given to those who should be His human agents talents of means, capacity, and influence,
according to their ability to employ these gifts in a wise manner for His service. He has given to every 
man his work. “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers.”{YRP 217.2} – Unclear

We can see from this scripture that the Lord has His appointed workers, and that the work committed 
unto them has in view a definite object. Prophets, apostles, evangelists, pastors, teachers, are all to 
work for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.



Is not this object worthy of careful attention? Can we not discern that there has been neglect in some 
special work for the church, in that the saints have not attained the perfection that God would have 
them attain? Had the work of the ministry been done, the church would have been edified, and 
educated for the great work that devolves upon them. The truth would have been presented in such a 
way that the Spirit of the Lord would have moved upon hearts, and sinners would have been convicted 
and converted, and would have taken their position as followers of Christ.—The Review and Herald, 
March 7, 1893.{YRP 217.4} – Unclear

“But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.... When he 
ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.... He gave some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:7-13). Here the members of the church of God are shown acting 
their different parts, all under the supervision of the great Master Worker, who knows just what each 
one in His service should do to meet the necessities that arise.—Bible Training School, April 1, 1903.
{YRP 220.4} – Unclear

There should not be a call to have settled pastors over our churches, but let the life-giving power of the 
truth impress the individual members to act, leading them to labor interestedly to carry on efficient 
missionary work in each locality. As the hand of God, the church is to be educated and trained to do 
effective service. Its members are to be the Lord’s devoted Christian workers. The church of today is 
too one-sided.{AUGleaner January 8, 1902, par. 9} – YES

But instead of doing the work the Lord has appointed to be done through human agencies, many are 
idling away the precious moments of probation. Satan has come in to preoccupy the field, and he has 
filled the hands of those who should have been laborers together with God, with work that causes him 
to exult, because the cause of Christ is left to languish by those who profess to be the followers of 
Jesus. The instruction of Paul to the Ephesians is applicable to us, and we should heed the exhortation. 
He says: “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another 
in love; endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” “But unto every one of you is
given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” “And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ.”{AUGleaner July 5, 1905, par. 3} – Unclear

At the close of the meeting many pressed forward to take my hand and welcome me back to America. I 
was very glad to meet them. From Elder J. O. Corliss, who is pastor of the San Francisco Church, we 
learn that there are many lines of Christian effort being carried forward by our brethren and sisters in 
San Francisco. These include visiting the sick and destitute, finding homes for orphans, and work for 
the unemployed; nursing the sick, and teaching the love of Christ from house to house; the distribution 
of literature; and the conducting of classes for healthful living and the care of the sick. A school for the 
children is conducted in the basement of the meeting-house. In another part of the city a workingmen’s 
home and medical mission is maintained. On Market Street, near the City Hall, there is a bath 
establishment, operated as a branch of the St. Helena Sanitarium. In the same locality is a depot of the 
Health Food Company, where health foods are not only sold, but instruction is given as to reforms in 
diet.{AUCR March 1, 1901, par. 8} – YES



All who want an opportunity for true ministry, and who will give themselves unreservedly to God, will 
find in the canvassing work opportunities to speak upon many things pertaining to the future immortal 
life. The experience thus gained will be of the greatest value to those who are fitting themselves for the 
work of the ministry. It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares workers, both 
men and women, to become pastors to the flock of God. As they cherish the thought that Christ is their 
companion, a holy awe, a sacred joy will be felt by them amid all their trying experiences and all their 
tests. They will learn how to pray as they work. They will become educated in patience, kindness, 
affability, and helpfulness, wherever they may be. They will practice true Christian courtesy, bearing in 
mind that Christ, their companion, will not approve of harsh, unkind words or feelings. Their words 
will be purified. The power of speech will be regarded as a precious talent, lent them to do a high and 
holy work. The human agent will learn how to represent the divine companion with whom he is 
associated. To that unseen holy One he will show respect and reverence because he is wearing His 
yoke, and learning His pure, holy ways, Those who have faith in this divine attendant will develop. 
They will be gifted with a power to clothe the message of truth with a sacred beauty.{AUCR July 1, 
1902, par. 5} -Unclear (Passage under study)

Pastors and churches are remiss in ministering, in educating faithfully the members of the church. If 
they are not acquainted with their duty in this respect, they need a teacher to instruct them. “Let a man 
so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is 
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his 
lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, 
whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler 
over all his goods. But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and 
shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; the lord of that servant 
shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut 
him asunder, and appoint him this portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.”{AUCR February 25, 1907, par. 3} – Unclear

“Behold, they say unto me, Where is the word of the Lord? let it come now. As for me, I have not 
hastened from being a pastor to follow Thee: neither have I desired the woeful day; Thou knowest: that 
which came out of my lips was right before Thee. Be not a terror unto me: Thou art my hope in the day 
of evil. Let them be confounded that persecute me, and let me not be confounded: let them be 
dismayed, but let not me be dismayed: bring upon them the day of evil, and destroy them with double 
destruction.”{AUCR January 6, 1908, par. 9} – Unclear

Just as the truth presented in the books becomes woven into his own experience and developed in his 
character, will be his strength, his courage, his life. The experience gained will be more benefit to him 
than all the advantages he might otherwise obtain in fitting for the work of the ministry. It is the 
accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares the workers, both men and women, to become 
pastors unto the flock of God. As they cherish the thought that Christ is their companion, a holy awe, a 
sacred joy will be felt by them amid all their trying experiences and all their tests. They will learn how 
to pray as they work. They will be educated in patience, kindness, affability, helpfulness, wherever they
may be. They will practice true Christian courtesy, bearing in mind that Christ their companion will not
approve of any harsh, unkind words, or feelings. Their words need to be purified. The power of speech 
should be regarded as a precious talent, granted them to do a high, a holy work. The human agent is to 
represent the divine companion with whom he is associated. To that unseen, holy companion he is to 
show respect and reverence, because he is wearing the yoke of Christ, and is learning His pure, holy 
ways and manners.{BEcho September 18, 1899, Art. B, par. 14} – Unclear (Passage under study)



“Unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” “When He 
ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.... He gave some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ.” Here the members of the church of God are shown acting their different parts, all
under the supervision of the great Master-worker, who knows just what each one in His service should 
do to meet the necessities that arise.{BTS April 1, 1903, par. 5} – Unclear

Two ways are presented before every soul: the way of obedience to God’s commandments, which 
brings the rich blessings of heaven; and the way of disobedience, which brings death; for no sinner can 
inherit eternal life. Those who are awakened by the message of warning have a serious decision to 
make. They go to their pastors for instruction, and he should never attempt to quench the spirit which is
leading his people to seek for more light.{BTS June 1, 1910, par. 5} – YES

But instead of doing the work the Lord has appointed to be done through human agencies, many are 
idling away the precious moments of probation. Satan has come in to preoccupy the field, and he has 
filled the hands of those who should have been laborers together with God, with work that causes him 
to exult, because the cause of Christ is left to languish by those who profess to be the followers of 
Jesus. The instruction of Paul to the Ephesians is applicable to us, and we should heed the exhortation. 
He says, “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation where-
with ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in 
love; endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” “But unto every one of us is 
given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” “And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ.”{HM September 1, 1892, Art. A, par. 9} – Unclear

“Behold, they say unto me, Where is the word of the Lord? let it come now. As for me, I have not 
hastened from being a pastor to follow thee; neither have I desired the woeful day; thou knowest; that 
which came out of my lips was right before thee. Be not a terror unto me: thou art my hope in the day 
of evil. Let them be confounded that persecute me, and let me not be confounded: let them be 
dismayed, but let not me be dismayed; bring upon them the days of evil, and destroy them with double 
destruction.”{NPUGleaner December 18, 1907, par. 9} – Unclear

Ministers are in danger of becoming lax in regard to the responsibilities that rest upon them. They need 
to bear in mind that it takes more than powers of oratory to make a minister an ambassador for Christ. 
The church and the world look to the pastor for an example in self-denial and cross-bearing and 
devotion to God. Indolence, fitfulness, irresolution, disqualify him for the position of a minister of God.
{NPUGleaner January 29, 1908, par. 1} – YES

“He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”{PUR December 29, 1904, par. 9} – Unclear

It should ever be manifest that we are reformers, but not bigots. When our laborers enter a new field, 



they should seek to become acquainted with the pastors of the several churches in the place. Much has 
been lost by neglecting to do this. If our ministers show themselves friendly and sociable, and do not 
act as though they were ashamed of the message they bear, it will have an excellent effect, and may 
give these pastors and their congregations favorable impressions of the truth. At any rate, it is right to 
give them a chance to be kind and favorable if they will. Our laborers should be very careful not to give
the impression that they are wolves stealing in to get the sheep, but should let the ministers understand 
their position and the object of their mission,—to call the attention of the people to the precious truths 
of God’s Word. There are many of these which are dear to all Christians. There is common ground, 
upon which we can meet people of all denominations; and in becoming acquainted with them, we 
should dwell mostly upon topics in which all feel an interest, and which will not lead directly and 
pointedly to the subjects of disagreement.{PUR June 22, 1905, par. 3} – YES

“Some pastors seem to think that they must take the lead, manage and manipulate every department of 
church work. They must arrange the details for every enterprise. Now, there may be churches in which 
the pastor must do all this or it will not be attended to at all; but in very many churches there is plenty 
of lay talent for all these purposes, and if the pastor would interest himself in pushing that element to 
the front, he would save himself much annoyance and hard work, and at the same time be rendering a 
service to those he thus interests in the general work of the church.{RH July 24, 1883, par. 4} – YES

“In some respects the pastor occupies a position similar to that of the foreman of a gang of laboring 
men or the captain of a ship’s crew. They are expected to see that men over whom they are set, do the 
work assigned to them correctly and promptly, and if occasion shall require it, only in case of 
emergency are they to execute in detail.{RH July 24, 1883, par. 5} – YES

“This incident may be applicable in some cases, in others not. But many pastors fail in not knowing 
how, or in not trying to get the full membership of the church actively engaged in the various 
departments of church work. If pastors would give more attention to getting and keeping their flock 
actively at work, they would accomplish more good, have more time for study and religious visitation, 
and also avoid many causes of friction.”{RH July 24, 1883, par. 7} -YES

Christ is our living head, and we are the members of his body, mutually dependent. It is not his plan 
that a single member shall become weak for want of exercise. If one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it. If one member is honored or enlightened, all the members rejoice with it. Every member 
receives life from Christ, the living head, “from whom the whole body, fitly framed and knit together 
through that which every joint supplieth, according to the working in due measure of each several part, 
maketh the increase of the body unto the building up of itself in love.” “The eye cannot say unto the 
hand, I have no need of thee,” for “unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the 
gift of Christ.” “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”{RH November 18, 1884, Art. A, 
par. 5} – Unclear

Thursday we took the cars for London. Here we had the pleasure of meeting Eld. W. M. Jones, 
publisher of the Sabbath Memorial, and pastor of an S. D. Baptist chapel in London, where he has 
stood for many years in defense of the Bible Sabbath. We appreciated his kindness in accompanying us 
to the British Museum, and in explaining to us many things of interest. It would have been pleasant and
profitable to spend considerable time among these interesting relics, but we were obliged to leave to 
meet appointments at Southampton.{RH October 6, 1885, par. 7} – YES



“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers. For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in 
all things, which is the head, even Christ; from whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”{RH April 13, 1886, par. 4} 
– Unclear

I tried to present the truth in its simplicity, that old and young, the learned and the unlearned, might 
understand. I feel deeply for the people of Italy, especially for those who live in these valleys. They are 
far from being the conscientious, devoted people they once were. They seem to rest satisfied with their 
past experience. They have not been educated to sacrifice for the cause of religion, and they do little if 
anything toward the support of their pastors. But the Lord still has a people in these valleys, and my 
prayer is that he will break down the barriers that have been built up to prevent the truth from reaching 
them. There are many who yearn for greater purity and godliness. They need just such plain, simple 
teaching as the apostles gave. There is great vagueness in the doctrines which prevail in the reformed 
churches. The general belief is that their faith is founded upon the Scriptures; but the real lack of 
knowledge of what the Bible does teach is surprising. When the truth is presented, some, like candid 
men and women, are willing to sit down and investigate. They say, “If this is truth, we want it.” We are 
glad to say that at the present time many are thus investigating for themselves. Paul found such in his 
day. He commended the Bereans for being more noble than those of Thessalonica, for they searched the
Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.{RH June 29, 1886, par. 2} – Unclear

Those who have access to God through Christ have important work before them. Now is the time to lay
hold of the arm of our strength. The prayer of David should be the prayer of pastors and laymen: “It is 
time for thee, Lord, to work; for they have made void thy law.” Let the servants of the Lord weep 
between the porch and the altar, crying, “Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to 
reproach.” God has always wrought for his people in their greatest extremity, when there seemed the 
least hope that ruin could be averted. The designs of wicked men, the enemies of the church, are subject
to his power and overruling providence. He can move upon the hearts of statesmen; the wrath of the 
turbulent and disaffected, the haters of God, of his truth and his people, can be turned aside, even as the
rivers of water are turned, if he orders it thus. Prayer moves the arm of Omnipotence. He who marshals 
the stars in order in the heavens, whose word controls the waves of the great deep,—the same infinite 
Creator will work in behalf of his people if they call upon him in faith. He will restrain the forces of 
darkness, until the warning is given to the world, and all who will heed it are prepared for the conflict. 
“The wrath of man shall praise Thee,” says the psalmist; “the remainder of wrath shalt Thou restrain.” 
God means that testing truth shall be brought to the front, and become a subject of examination and 
discussion, even if it is through the contempt placed upon it. The minds of the people must be agitated. 
Every controversy, every reproach, every slander, will be God’s means of provoking inquiry, and 
awakening minds that otherwise would slumber.{RH December 11, 1888, Art. C, par. 9} – YES

Daniel honored God in the courts of Babylon. He was surrounded by temptations to indulge appetite. 
Luxury was on every side, but he would not suffer himself to be enticed to selfish gratification. Those 
who were accounted honorable in the kingdom were self-indulgent. They gratified appetite and passion,
and king commanded that Daniel should follow their example; but the servant of God purposed in his 



heart that he would be true and loyal to his Master. Says the Scripture, “Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank; 
therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.” He would not 
yield the principles of his religion, and God gave him knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom. 
The youth of today, if they will stand fast and unwavering to the truth, will receive heavenly wisdom, 
and God will pour upon them his richest blessing. We desire to see our people growing in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Saviour Jesus Christ. He loves you, and longs to bless you, and to increase your 
faith and your knowledge of himself. But in order that he may do this for you, you must live for God. 
There are many who are becoming anxious to understand the claims of God’s law, and you must do 
your best to be a light and an example to them. Do not depend on the ministers to do all the work in 
your church and neighborhood. The pastors must seek the lost sheep, and you must help them; and 
while the ministers are called to labor in other parts of the vineyard, the people of God must have light 
in themselves, speaking to each other in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in 
our hearts and making melody unto the Lord. While you should respect the ministers highly for their 
work’s sake, you must not trust them as your saviours, but build yourselves up in the most holy faith. 
When you assemble in the house of God, tell your experiences, and you will grow stronger. While you 
speak in meeting, you are gaining an education that will enable you to labor for others. What a precious
privilege it is to bring souls to Christ. It is the greatest work that mortals can do, for in so doing they are
co-laborers with God. But of ourselves we can do nothing. If we try to work in our own strength, we 
shall fail completely. Jesus came to our world to bring divine power to combine with human effort. 
When God unites his power with man’s effort, the work is brought to perfection. God wants to do great 
things for his people; and if we only have faith in him, he will work for us mightily.{RH May 7, 1889, 
par. 8} – YES

Flowery discourses will not be sufficient to feed the soul of the famishing child of God. The following 
desire will give a voice to the longing of many a heart that is fed on what are called “smart sermons.” 
An intelligent man remarked, “O that my pastor would give me something besides pretty flowers, and 
brilliant periods, and intellectual treats! My soul is famishing for the bread of life. I long for something 
simple and nourishing and scriptural.” Daniel Webster gave utterance to these forcible words: “If 
clergymen in our day would return to the simplicity of gospel truth, and preach more to individuals and
less to the crowd, there would not be so much complaint of the decline of true religion. Many of the 
ministers of the present day take their text from St. Paul, and preach from the newspapers. When they 
do so, I prefer to enjoy my own thoughts, rather than listen. I want my pastor to come to me in the 
Spirit of the gospel, saying, ‘You are mortal. Your probation is brief, your work must be done 
speedily... You are hastening to the bar of God. The Judge standeth before the door.’”{RH June 23, 
1891, par. 11} – YES

The Lord has given to those who should be his human agents, talents of means, capacity, and influence,
according to their ability to employ these gifts in a wise manner for his service. He has given to every 
man his work. “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some 
pastors and teachers.” Why were these various workers appointed? “For the perfecting of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come into the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ.”{RH March 7, 1893, par. 3} – Unclear

We can see from this scripture that the Lord has his appointed workers, and that the work committed 



unto them has in view a definite object. Prophets, apostles, evangelists, pastors, teachers, are all to 
work for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.
Is not this object worthy of careful attention? Can we not discern that there has been neglect in some 
special work for the church, in that the saints have not attained the perfection that God would have 
them attain? Had the work of the ministry been done, the church would have been edified, and 
educated for the great work that devolves upon them. The truth would have been presented in such a 
way that the Spirit of the Lord would have moved upon hearts, and sinners would have been convicted 
and converted, and would have taken their position as followers of Christ. But many are only partially 
changed. Their names are registered upon the church book, and they gather with the assembly of the 
saints, and listen to what is presented from the desk; but many things they do not understand, and they 
fail to practice the requirements of the Lord. There are many who do not understand the parable of the 
talents, and they do not realize that they are to be agents through whom the Lord will communicate his 
blessing to others. They do not realize that they should put to use the talents given them, trading upon 
them, that when the Master comes, he may receive his own with usury.{RH March 7, 1893, par. 4} – 
Unclear

We can see from this scripture that the Lord has his appointed workers, and that the work committed 
unto them has in view a definite object. Prophets, apostles, evangelists, pastors, teachers, are all to 
work for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.
Is not this object worthy of careful attention? Can we not discern that there has been neglect in some 
special work for the church, in that the saints have not attained the perfection that God would have 
them attain? Had the work of the ministry been done, the church would have been edified, and 
educated for the great work that devolves upon them. The truth would have been presented in such a 
way that the Spirit of the Lord would have moved upon hearts, and sinners would have been convicted 
and converted, and would have taken their position as followers of Christ. But many are only partially 
changed. Their names are registered upon the church book, and they gather with the assembly of the 
saints, and listen to what is presented from the desk; but many things they do not understand, and they 
fail to practice the requirements of the Lord. There are many who do not understand the parable of the 
talents, and they do not realize that they are to be agents through whom the Lord will communicate his 
blessing to others. They do not realize that they should put to use the talents given them, trading upon 
them, that when the Master comes, he may receive his own with usury.{RH March 7, 1893, par. 4} – 
Unclear

A sacred responsibility rests upon every one who has a connection with the cause of God. He is called 
upon to do his work with fidelity, to sanctify himself to the service of God that others also may be 
sanctified. When the case of every soul is decided in the judgment, some will meet their record with 
joy, and others with hopeless grief. The faithful will be invited in to the marriage supper of the Lamb, 
and Christ will gird himself, and come forth to serve them. And since so great interests depend upon the
right use of the talents of those seeking for salvation, and since God has placed in the church apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, for the perfecting of the church, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ, how important it is that no blundering work be done. There is much more to be 
accomplished that can be accomplished simply by preaching. The workers must be endowed with 
heavenly wisdom that they may devise and execute plans that shall result in the perfecting of the 
experience of all who shall come into the faith. We must teach the members of the church how they 
may effectually minister to others. In ministering to others, men and women may be educated to bear 
burdens, to wear the yoke of Christ, and thus exercise their intrusted talents in his service, until they 
shall be developed to fill positions of greater trust and heavier responsibility.{RH March 7, 1893, par. 
7} – Unclear



The idea that the minister must carry all the burdens and do all the work, is a great mistake. 
Overworked and broken down, he may go into the grave, when had the burden been shared as the Lord 
designed, he might have lived. That the burden may be distributed, an education must be given to the 
church by those who can instruct the workers to follow Christ, and to work as he worked. “And he gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” When it is made manifest that the members of the 
church are not fulfilling their high calling, are not improving the talents God has intrusted to them, then
it is the duty of the ministers and workers to seek for heavenly wisdom, that they may know what is the
kind of labor which will result in quickening the church, and causing its members to bring forth fruit 
unto life eternal. Why do not the overseers of the church have councils to devise ways whereby young 
men and women may be trained to put to use their intrusted talents? Why do not the older members of 
the church seek to do good, earnest, compassionate work for the children and youth? Many have 
embraced the truth, and yet they have not been educated as to how they may serve the cause of God, 
and thereby grow in spiritual muscle and sinew. By employing the faculties of the mind and body of 
our youth in the service of God, a door is closed against the temptations of the enemy, and Satan has 
not as favorable an opportunity for training the children and youth for his service.{RH March 7, 1893, 
par. 10} – Unclear

The people of God are called “the light of the world, a city set upon a hill that cannot be hid.” 
“Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God.” “God is in the midst of her; she shall not be 
moved.” The Sun of Righteousness has risen upon the church, and it is the duty of the church to shine. 
Those who are connected with Christ will grow in grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, to the 
full stature of men and women. It is the privilege of every soul to make advancement. No one is to be 
an idler in the vineyard. If all who claim to believe the truth had made the most of their opportunities 
and ability to learn all that they were privileged to learn, they would have become strong in Christ. No 
matter what may have been their occupation, if farmers, mechanics, teachers, or pastors, if they had 
wholly consecrated themselves to God, they would have been efficient agents to work for the heavenly 
Master. They would have fulfilled the injunction of the apostle: “Finally, my brethren be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the Devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand.”{RH April 4, 1893, par. 6} – YES

And to all who have received Christ, the Holy Spirit says, “Ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s 
building.” Every provision has been made that his possession, purchased at such infinite cost to heaven,
should grow into a holy temple unto the Lord, complete in him. “He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ.” Every facility has been provided that man may have a perfect character, that he should come
off more than conqueror through the merits of Christ.{RH June 20, 1893, par. 2} -Unclear

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” “Let a man so account of us, as of the 



ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.”{RH July 25, 1893, par. 1} – Unclear

God has a church, and she has a divinely appointed ministry. “And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.”{RH 
September 12, 1893, par. 1} – Unclear

The work and order of the ministry were established by Christ himself, the great head of the church. He
said to his disciples, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” “And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.” These whom God has appointed are workers together with God, and 
they are to be respected and honored and loved. “Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of 
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.” “And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which 
labor among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them very highly in 
love for their work’s sake.”{RH October 10, 1893, par. 13} – Unclear

Many love to preach, but shun the labor that is required to lift souls out of sin. Men are dying all 
around us, and we have not made any special efforts to address them earnestly, interestedly, 
affectionately, as Christ would have done had he been on the earth. We are Christ’s ambassadors, 
watchmen unto the house of Israel, to see the dangers that await souls, and give them warning. The 
pastor is a shepherd of the sheep, guarding them, feeding them, warning them, reproving them, or 
encouraging them, as the case may require. There is visiting to be done, not to have a pleasant chat, but 
to do the work required of a watchman. There should be earnest conversation and prayer with these 
souls. This is the kind of work that gains valuable experience in the upbuilding of Christ’s kingdom.
{RH October 20, 1896, par. 3} – YES

The great object of our work is to carry the light to those who are in darkness. Our work is world-wide. 
God’s delegated messengers are not to hover about the people who have been long in the truth. 
Altogether too much labor is devoted to the churches. God’s people are not to depend on others to do 
their work for them. Let the Lord’s messengers carry the triumphs of the cross into the regions beyond, 
calling upon the members of the church to send their prayers as sharp sickles into the harvest-field. Let 
the church appoint pastors or elders who are devoted to the Lord Jesus, and let these men see that 
officers are chosen who will attend faithfully to the work of gathering in the tithe. If the pastors show 
that they are not fitted for their charge, if they fail to set before the church the importance of returning 
to God his own, if they do not see to it that the officers under them are faithful, and that the tithe is 
brought in, they are in peril. They are neglecting a matter which involves a blessing or a curse to the 
church. They should be relieved of their responsibility, and other men should be tested and tried.{RH 
December 1, 1896, Art. B, par. 26} – Unclear

Just as the truth presented in the books becomes woven into his own experience and developed in his 
character, will be his strength, his courage, his life. The experience gained will be of more benefit to 



him than all the advantages he might otherwise obtain in fitting for the work of the ministry. It is the 
accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares the workers, both men and women, to become 
pastors unto the flock of God. As they cherish the thought that Christ is their companion, a holy awe, a 
sacred joy will be felt by them amid all their trying experiences and all their tests. They will learn how 
to pray as they work. They will be educated in patience, kindness, affability, helpfulness, wherever they
may be. They will practice true Christian courtesy, bearing in mind that Christ their companion will not
approve of any harsh, unkind words, or feelings. Their words need to be purified. The power of speech 
should be regarded as a precious talent, granted them to do a high, a holy work. The human agent is to 
represent the divine companion with whom he is associated. To that unseen, holy companion he is to 
show respect and reverence, because he is wearing the yoke of Christ, and is learning his pure, holy 
ways and manners.{RH November 7, 1899, Art. B, par. 13} – Unclear (Passage under study)

“He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive.”{RH March 27, 1900, par. 2} – Unclear

All who wish an opportunity for true ministry, and who will give themselves unreservedly to God, will 
find in the canvassing work opportunities to speak upon many things pertaining to the future immortal 
life. The experience thus gained will be of the greatest value to those who are fitting themselves for the 
work of the ministry. It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares workers, both 
men and women, to become pastors to the flock of God. As they cherish the thought that Christ is their 
Companion, a holy awe, a sacred joy, will be felt by them amid all their trying experiences and all their 
tests. They will learn how to pray as they work. They will become educated in patience, kindness, 
affability, and helpfulness wherever they may be. They will practice true Christian courtesy, bearing in 
mind that Christ, their Companion, will not approve of harsh, unkind words or feelings. Their words 
will be purified. The power of speech will be regarded as a precious talent, lent them to do a high and 
holy work. The human agent will learn how to represent the divine Companion with whom he is 
associated. To that unseen, holy One he will show respect and reverence because he is wearing His 
yoke, and is learning His pure, holy ways. Those who have faith in this divine Attendant will develop. 
They will be gifted with a power to clothe the message of truth with a sacred beauty.{RH January 15, 
1901, par. 5} – Unclear (Passage under study)

The message God sends through His servants will be scorned and derided by unfaithful shepherds, who
tread down with their feet the feed of the pastures, giving the flock as food that which they have 
defiled. “Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the Lord.” No 
outward nearness to God will screen from divine wrath those who trample under their feet the law of 
Jehovah. God will render to every man according to his deeds; “to them who by patient continuance in 
well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life: but unto them that are contentious, 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath.... As many as have sinned 
without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the 
law; for not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.”{RH 
June 25, 1901, par. 15} – Unclear

“Unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore He said, 
When He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.... And He gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting 



of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.”{RH August 20, 1903, par. 13} – Unclear

Now is the time for us to lay hold of the arm of our strength. The prayer of David should be the prayer 
of pastors and laymen: “It is time for thee, Lord, to work; for they have made void thy law.” Let the 
servants of God weep between the porch and the altar, crying, “Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not 
thine heritage to reproach.” God has always wrought in behalf of his truth. The designs of wicked men, 
the enemies of the church, are subject to his power and his overruling providence. He can move upon 
the hearts of statesmen; the wrath of the haters of his truth and his people can be turned aside, even as 
the waters of a river could be turned, if thus he ordered it. Prayer moves the arm of Omnipotence. He 
who marshals the stars in order in the heavens, whose word controls the waves of the great deep—the 
same infinite Creator will work in behalf of his people, if they will call upon him in faith. He will 
restrain all the forces of darkness, until the warning is given to the world, and all who will heed it are 
prepared for his coming.{RH November 23, 1905, Art. A, par. 16} – YES

Now is the time for us to lay hold of the arm of our strength. The prayer of David should be the prayer 
of pastors and laymen: “It is time for Thee, Lord, to work, for they have made void Thy law.” Let the 
servants of God weep between the porch and the altar, crying, “Spare Thy people, O Lord, and give not 
Thine heritage to reproach.” God has always wrought in behalf of His truth. The designs of wicked 
men, the enemies of the church, are subject to His power and His overruling providence. He can move 
upon the hearts of statesmen; the wrath of the haters of His truth and His people can be turned aside, 
even as the waters of a river could be turned, if thus he ordered it. Prayer moves the arm of 
Omnipotence. He who marshals the stars in order in the heavens, whose word controls the waves of the
great deep-the same infinite Creator will work in behalf of His people, if they will call upon Him in 
faith. He will restrain all the forces of darkness, until the warning is given to the world, and all who 
will heed it are prepared for His coming.{RH December 14, 1905, Art. A, par. 3} – YES

Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to man in the place of God. He leads the people to 
look to bishops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures
to learn their duty for themselves. Then, by controlling the minds of these leaders, he can influence the 
multitudes according to his will.{RH June 7, 1906, par. 6} – YES

Many seem to think that the declension in the church, the growing love of pleasure, is due to want of 
pastoral work. True, the church is to be provided with faithful guides and pastors. Ministers should 
labor earnestly for the youth who have not given themselves to Christ, and also for others, who, though 
their names are on the church-roll, are irreligious and Christless. But ministers may do their work 
faithfully and well, yet it will amount to very little if parents neglect their work. It is to a lack of 
Christianity in the home life that the lack of power in the church is due. Until parents take up their 
work as they should, it will be difficult to arouse the youth to a sense of their duty. If religion reigns in 
the home, it will be brought into the church. The parents who do their work for God are a power for 
good. As they restrain and encourage their children, bringing them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord, they bless the neighborhood in which they live. And the church is strengthened by their 
faithful work.{RH March 7, 1907, par. 3} – Unclear

“Properly conducted, the camp-meeting is a school where pastors, elders, and deacons can learn to do 
more perfect work for the Master. It should be a school where the members of the church, old and 
young, are given opportunity to learn the way of the Lord more perfectly, a place where believers can 
receive an education that will help them to help others....{RH August 27, 1908, par. 4} – YES



“When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.... And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.”{RH November 12, 1908, Art. A, par. 13} – Unclear

The Holy Spirit through the apostle Paul declares, “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” Since the ministry of the word is the appointed agency
for the perfecting of the saints, is there not a deficiency in the ministry which will in some way explain 
the deficiency in our churches? Have believers been educated in the vital principles of practical 
religion? or has this work been neglected because the one who ministered the word was not himself 
maintaining a living connection with God?{RH October 7, 1909, par. 6} – Unclear

The commission given to the first disciples is given also to those who in these last days have received 
increased light from heaven. “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” This is
to be our watchword. To all nations and kindreds and tongues and peoples the message of saving grace 
is to sound forth. A crucified and risen Saviour is to be uplifted before those in the home field and those
in far-off lands who have not heard the truth. God calls for pastors and teachers and evangelists. From 
door to door his servants are to proclaim the gospel message. The knowledge of present truth is not to 
lead those who receive it to settle down and colonize; it is to lead them into new places. Many are to 
work just where they are, winning men and women to the truth by a faithful presentation in the daily 
life of the gospel of salvation.{RH October 27, 1910, par. 7} – YES

It should ever be manifest that we are reformers, but not bigots. When our laborers enter a new field, 
they should seek to become acquainted with the pastors of the several churches in the place. Much has 
been lost by neglecting to do this. If our ministers show themselves friendly and sociable, and do not 
act as if they were ashamed of the message they bear, it will have an excellent effect, and may give 
these pastors and their congregations favorable impressions of the truth. At any rate, it is right to give 
them a chance to be kind and favorable if they will.{RH June 13, 1912, par. 6} – YES

Those who occupy the position of under-shepherds are to exercise a watchful diligence over the Lord’s 
flock. This is not to be a dictatorial vigilance, but one that tends to encourage and strengthen and uplift.
Ministry means more than sermonizing; it means earnest, personal labor. The church on earth is 
composed of erring men and women, who need patient, painstaking effort that they may be trained and 
disciplined to work with acceptance in this life, and in the future life to be crowned with glory and 
immortality. Pastors are needed—faithful shepherds—who will not flatter God’s people, nor treat them 
harshly, but who will feed them with the bread of life,—men who in their lives feel daily the converting
power of the Holy Spirit, and who cherish a strong, unselfish love toward those for whom they labor.
{RH August 8, 1912, par. 6} – Unclear

I occasionally attended the Christian church, where Elder Brown was pastor. During a conference 
meeting I was invited to relate my experience, which was considered a marked one, and I felt not only 
great freedom of expression, but happiness in telling my simple story of the love of Jesus and the joy of
being accepted by God. I told of my wonderful deliverance from the bondage of doubt and despair, and
the joy that I experienced in the hope of salvation. As I spoke in simple language with subdued heart 
and tearful eyes, my soul seemed drawn toward Heaven in an ecstasy of thanksgiving. The melting 
power of the Lord came upon the assembled people. Many were weeping and others praising God.{ST 
February 24, 1876, par. 14} – YES



In the ministry of Christ and his apostles, those who were converted to the truth were brought into 
church relationship; and every stray, lost sheep that was found, was brought to the fold of the church, 
that under the direction of the Master, through the undershepherds, they might go in and out and find 
pasture. God has instituted his church and delegated to it his authority and power. He has given it the 
inspired oracles, provided it with pastors and teachers to carry forward his work on the earth when he 
should leave it. At a later date, when the church was weakened by its individual members being led into
errors, and spiritual life was chilled and palsied by backslidings, the inspired apostle exclaimed, “I am 
jealous over you with a godly jealousy.” “But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtilty, so your minds be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” Nothing is so 
demoralizing, so enfeebling to the church, as to have her individual members obtain a burden upon this 
false sanctification, which leads them away from the simplicity of the gospel of Christ. Satan always 
leads this class away from the church, and leads them to regard the church far behind them in 
spirituality and experience. The power and glory of God is revealed in his church. Here God gives the 
blessings of his grace. Here he reveals the mysteries of his will.{ST October 23, 1879, Art. B, par. 9} – 
Unclear

When the armies of Israel prospered, they took all the glory to themselves. When they were tested and 
proved by hunger, or warfare, they charged all their hardships to Moses. The power of God which was 
manifested in a remarkable manner in their deliverance from Egypt, and seen from time to time all 
through their journeyings, should have inspired them with faith, and forever closed their mouths against
one expression of ingratitude. But the least apprehension of want, the least fear of danger from any 
cause, overbalanced the benefits in their favor, and caused them to overlook the blessings received in 
their times of greatest danger. The judgments visited upon them for their sin in worshiping the golden 
calf, should have made so deep an impression upon their minds as never to be effaced. But, although 
the marks of God’s displeasure were fresh before them in their broken ranks and missing numbers 
because of their repeated offenses against the Angel who was leading them, they did not take these 
lessons to their hearts, and by faithful obedience redeem their past failure, and again they were 
overcome by the temptations of Satan. The best efforts of the meekest man upon the earth could not 
quell their insubordination. The unselfish interest of Moses was rewarded with jealousy, suspicion, and 
calumny. His humble shepherd’s life was far more peaceful and happy than his present position as 
pastor of that vast congregation of turbulent spirits. Their unreasonable jealousies were more difficult 
to manage than the fierce wolves of the wilderness. Moses dared not choose his own course and do as 
best pleased himself. He had left his shepherd’s crook at God’s express command, and in its place had 
been given him a rod of power. He dared not lay down this scepter and resign his position, till God 
should dismiss him.{ST September 9, 1880, par. 6} – Unclear

When Christ ascended to Heaven, he left the work on earth in the hands of his servants, the under-
shepherds. “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”{ST January 18, 1883, par. 7} – 
Unclear

The proceedings of these enthusiasts created no little excitement. The preaching of Luther had aroused 
the people everywhere to feel the necessity of reform, and now some really honest persons were 
mislead by the pretensions of the new prophets. Those especially who had a love for the marvelous, 
united with the fanatical party. But the heresy was promptly met by workers in the cause of the 
Reformation. The pastor of the church of Zwickan [Zwickau] was a man who exemplified in his own 



life the truths preached by Luther. He tested all things by the word of God, and therefore was not 
deceived by these pretenders. He resolutely resisted the delusions which they were seeking to 
introduce, and his deacons supported him in the work.{ST October 18, 1883, par. 10} – YES

Jesus was the good shepherd to whom the porter openeth, who knows the sheep, calleth his own by 
name, and leadeth them out. He it is who is stronger than the thief and the robber, those who enter not 
in at the door, but climb up some other way. The Pharisees were not able to discern that this parable 
was spoken against them, the professed leaders of the people, pastors of the flock. Jesus presented 
himself in contrast to them, and when they reasoned in their hearts as to what he could mean by the 
parable, he said: “I am the door of the sheep.... By me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall 
go in and out, and find pasture. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy; I am 
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd; 
the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” Christ presented himself as the only one in whom were
qualifications for making a good shepherd. He is represented as the “Chief Shepherd.” Peter writes, 
“When the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” Again 
he is called the great Shepherd. “Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forever and ever.” “But he that is an hireling, and not the 
shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth; and 
the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and 
careth not for the sheep.”{ST December 4, 1893, par. 6} – Unclear

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” But though God has set these different 
laborers in the church, there is to be no neglect on the part of one in the performance of duty. Let no 
one neglect to give faithful and plain instruction upon tithing. Let there be instruction as to giving to 
the Lord that which he claims as his own; for the commendation of the Lord will not rest upon a people
who rob him in tithes and offerings. There will be need of often setting before the people their duty in 
this matter, that they may render unto God his own. Let the one who first presents the truth be faithful 
in presenting this duty, and let him also who follows up the interest, make plain the requirement of God
on tithing, that the people may see that in all points the laborers are teaching the same truth, and are of 
one mind in urging them to yield obedience to all the requirements of God.{ST December 25, 1893, 
par. 8} – Unclear

When Satan could not induce all the angels to revolt against the law of God, he made the earth the 
scene of his rebellion, and through the man of sin seeks to carry out his diabolical purpose. Through the
Papacy, the Roman power, the man of sin, the purpose of Satan is carried out among men; the law and 
the time of God are set aside. In this we see that Protestantism is giving encouragement to popery; and 
false systems of worship, against which our fathers manfully opposed themselves, imperiling even 
property and life, are fostered and cherished and encouraged to extend and gain wide influence. 
Protestants do not search their Bibles as they should, and do not heed the warning that has been given 
concerning the work of the man of sin. The Roman Church claims that the pope is invested with 
supreme authority over all bishops and pastors, and this claim of supremacy was once denied by 
Protestants. They took the position that the Bible, and the Bible alone, constituted the rule of faith and 
doctrine, that the word of God is the only unerring guide for human souls, and that it is unnecessary 
and harmful to take the words of priests and prelates instead of the word of God.{ST February 19, 



1894, par. 2} – YES

The church of Christ has been blessed with great advantages and precious privileges. God has given to 
His people prophets, apostles, pastors, and teachers, “for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” But there are some who are never able to come to a 
knowledge of the truth. Filled with self-sufficiency, they will not place themselves in the position of 
learners. They desire to be teachers and leaders. To these self-exalted ones God says: “Thus saith the 
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones.” True greatness does not depend upon position, but upon purity and fidelity. 
Our worthiness is not found in self, but in Christ. We are estimated by our faith in the Saviour, by the 
truth and rectitude of our lives. Shun the perils of self-exaltation, and be clothed with humility; for God
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. The servants of Christ are to consecrate their 
lives to His service, revealing His character in the beauty of holiness.{ST December 13, 1899, par. 5} –
Unclear

Properly conducted, the camp-meeting is a school where pastors, elders, and deacons can learn to do 
more perfect work for the Master. It should be a school where the members of the church, old and 
young, are given opportunity to learn the way of the Lord more perfectly, a place where believers can 
receive an education that will help them to help others.{SW June 12, 1902, par. 1} – YES

“And they that be wise, shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars forever and ever.” There are many Christian youth that can do a good work if
they will learn lessons in the school of Christ from the great Teacher. Even though pastors, evangelists, 
and teachers should neglect the seeking of the lost, let not the children and youth neglect to be doers of 
the word. The lesson of Christ in this scripture is to be received and believed and acted upon in living 
faith. Let young men, and women, and children go to work in the name of Jesus. Let them unite 
together upon some plan and order of action. Cannot you form a band of workers, and have set times to
pray together and ask the Lord to give you his grace, and put forth united action? You should consult 
with men who love and fear God, and who have experience in the work, that under the movings of the 
Spirit of God, you may form plans and develop methods by which you may work in earnest and for 
certain results. The Lord will help those who will use their God-intrusted capabilities to his name’s 
glory.{YI August 9, 1894, par. 3} – Unclear

The Lord does not say to us: If any man lack wisdom, let him go to his pastor or to his neighbor, and 
pray to him for help. Lay your burden on finite men, as weak as yourself, and seek their wisdom. He 
says: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a 
wave of the sea, driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive 
anything of the Lord.”{YI February 15, 1900, par. 7} – YES

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” There are many Christian youth that can do a good work if 
they will learn lessons in the school of Christ from the great Teacher. Even though pastors, evangelists, 
and teachers should neglect the seeking of the lost, let not the children and youth neglect to be doers of 
the word. The lesson of Christ in this scripture is to be received and believed and acted upon in living 
faith. Let young men, and women, and children go to work in the name of Jesus. Let them unite 
together upon some plan and order of action. Can not you form a band of workers, and have set times 
to pray together and ask the Lord to give you his grace, and put forth united action? You should consult 



with men who love and fear God, who have experience in the work, that under the movings of the 
Spirit of God, you may form plans and develop methods by which you may work in earnest and for 
certain results. The Lord will help those who will use their God-entrusted capabilities to his name’s 
glory.{YI July 18, 1911, par. 2} – YES

These solemn matters are set before me in clear lines. God has appointed apostles, pastors, evangelists, 
and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith. God declares to his people, “Ye are God’s husbandry,
ye are God’s building.” There must be a continual advancement. Step by step his followers must make 
straight paths for their feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way. Those who would labor for
God must work intelligently to replenish the deficiencies in themselves and glorify the Lord God of 
Israel by standing in the light, working in the light of the Sun of Righteousness. Thus they will carry 
the church forward and upward and heavenward, making its separation from the world more and more 
distinct. As they assimilate their character to the Divine Pattern, men will not guard their own personal 
dignity. With jealous, sleepless, loving, devoted interest, they will guard the sacred interest of the 
church from the evil which threatens to dim and cloud the glory that God intends shall shine forth 
through her. They will see that Satan’s devices have no place or countenance in her by encouraging 
fault-finding, gossiping, evil-speaking, and accusing of the brethren; for those things would weaken 
and overthrow her. {SpTA11 4.1} – Unclear

Many youth should not be brought to Battle Creek. Let no plans be laid for enlarging the work at Battle
Creek. But the question remains, What shall be done for those who are there? It is certainly our plain 
duty to guard the young men and young women who are serving those who know not the Lord. 
Knowing that those who are trying to obey God will be brought into close connection with those who 
know not the truth, let faithful pastors and teachers work zealously to save the souls of both helpers and
patients.{SpTB06 17.3} – Unclear

“The duties of a pastor are often shamefully neglected because the minister lacks strength to sacrifice 
his personal inclinations for seclusion and study. The pastor should visit from house to house among his
flock, teaching, conversing, and praying with each family, and looking out for the welfare of their 
souls. Those who have manifested a desire to become acquainted with the principles of our faith should
not be neglected, but thoroughly instructed in the truth. No opportunity to do good should be lost by the
watchful and zealous minister of God.{PH002 14.1} – YES

“People are easily reached through the avenues of the social circle. But many ministers dread the task 
of visiting; they have not cultivated social qualities, have not acquired that genial spirit that wins its 
way to the hearts of the people. It is highly important that a pastor should mingle much with his people,
that he may become acquainted with the different phases of human nature, readily understand the 
workings of the mind, adapt his teachings to the intellect of his people, and learn that grand charity, 
possessed only by those who closely study the nature and needs of man. {PH002 14.4} – YES

“Those who seclude themselves from the people are in no condition to help them. A skillful physician 
must understand the nature of various diseases, and must have a thorough knowledge of the human 
structure. He must be prompt in attending to the patients. He knows that delays are dangerous. When 
his experienced hand is laid upon the pulse of the sufferer, and he carefully notes the peculiar indication
of the malady, his previous knowledge enables him to determine concerning the nature of the disease 
and the treatment necessary to arrest its progress. As the physician deals with physical disease, so does 
the pastor minister to the sin-sick soul. And his work is as much more important than that of the former,
as eternal life is more valuable than temporal existence. The pastor meets with an endless variety of 



temperaments; and it is his duty to become acquainted with the members of families that listen to his 
teachings, in order to determine what means will best influence them in the right direction.”Gospel 
Workers, 76.{PH002 15.1} – YES

But there have been solemn duties neglected in accepting ministers to labor in word and doctrine who 
can only preach. They do not watch for souls as they that shall give an account. They sermonize; but 
the work is left undone which the sheep and lambs need to have done for them. And this half-hearted 
kind of work has been done all through America, and money paid to men employed, when they should 
have been dismissed to find work less responsible and care taking. In sending men to foreign fields, let 
there be great caution used. Those who have been accepted as preachers, and have not been educated to
watch for souls as they that must give an account, are not the men to enter new fields as missionaries. If
there is any corner of the world where churches can be built up and kept in a prosperous condition by 
sermonizing, while they neglect personal labor, I have yet to learn of this. Men who are accepted to 
preach, and not to minister, should not go into foreign countries. Better have one thorough shepherd 
who will care for the flock as a faithful shepherd should, than to have twenty sermonizers who will 
excuse themselves, saying, “It is not in my line to visit; I cannot visit the church in their families.” 
Then let there not be a moment’s hesitation in telling them, “We do not propose to accept you and give 
you credentials. You cannot labor. But educate yourself to do a shepherd’s work, to care for the sheep 
and lambs, and you will not be like Ephraim, ‘a cake unturned.’ You will give full proof of your 
ministry.” Those who can only preach, are not missionaries, and never can be, until they learn the skill, 
the watchful, tender compassion of a shepherd. The flock of God have a right to expect to be visited by 
their pastor, to be instructed, advised, counseled, in their own homes. And if a man fails to do this part 
of the work, he can not be a minister after God’s order. The churches that have such labor are 
disorganized, weak, and sickly, and ready to die. The sermons are not vitalized by the Spirit of God, 
because the blessing of God will not rest upon any man who is neglecting the flock of God. {PH002 
17.2} – YES

The Sun of Righteousness has risen upon the church, and it is the duty of the church to shine. Those 
who are connected with Christ will grow in grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, to the full 
stature of men and women. It is the privilege of every soul to make advancement. No one is to be an 
idler in the vineyard. If all who claim to believe the truth had made the most of their opportunities and 
ability to learn all that they were privileged to learn, they would have become strong in Christ. No 
matter what may have been their occupation, if farmers, mechanics, teachers, or pastors, if they had 
wholly consecrated themselves to God, they would have been efficient agents to work for the heavenly 
Master.{PH007 5.2} – YES

The Sun of Righteousness has risen upon the church, and it is the duty of the church to shine. Those 
who are connected with Christ will grow in grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, to the full 
stature of men and women. It is the privilege of every soul to make advancement. No one is to be an 
idler in the vineyard. If all who claim to believe the truth had made the most of their opportunities and 
ability to learn all that they were privileged to learn, they would have become strong in Christ. No 
matter what may have been their occupation, if farmers, mechanics, teachers, or pastors, if they had 
wholly consecrated themselves to God, they would have been efficient agents to work for the heavenly 
Master.—An Appeal to Our Churches in Behalf of Home Missionary Work, 5.{PH019 13.1} – YES

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ; till we all come into the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13.{PH130 19.1} 



– Unclear

Churches are to be planted. No great centers are to be made, as at Battle Creek; and yet there will be 
some important churches established, and meeting houses provided in large cities favorable to 
accommodating the believers in each locality. There should not be a call to have settled pastors over 
our churches, but let the life-giving power of the truth impress its individual members to act, carrying 
on an efficient missionary work in that locality. As the hand of God, the church is to be educated and 
trained to do effective work. Its members are to be the Lord’s devoted, Christian workers. The church is
too one-sided.{PH038 5.1} – YES

“And they that be wise, shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever.” There are many Christian youth that can do a good work 
if they will learn lessons in the school of Christ from the great Teacher. Even though pastors, 
evangelists, and teachers should neglect the seeking of the lost, let not the children and youth neglect to
be doers of the word. The lesson of Christ in this scripture is to be received and believed and acted 
upon in living faith. Let young men and women, and children go to work in the name of Jesus. Let 
them unite together upon some plan and order of action. Cannot you form a band of workers, and have 
set times to pray together and ask the Lord to give you His grace, and put forth united action? You 
should consult with men who love and fear God, and who have experience in the work, that under the 
movings of the Spirit of God, you may form plans and develop methods by which you may work in 
earnest and for certain results. The Lord will help those who will use their God intrusted capabilities to 
His name’s glory. {PH050 6.3} – Unclear

Flowery discourses will not be sufficient to feed the soul of the famishing child of God. The following 
desire will give a voice to the longing of many a heart that is fed on what are called “smart sermons.” 
An intelligent man remarked, “O that my pastor would give me something besides pretty flowers, and 
brilliant periods, and intellectual treats! My soul is famishing for the bread of life. I long for something 
simple and nourishing and Scriptural.”{PH089 9.1} – YES

Daniel Webster gave utterance to these forcible words: “If clergymen in our day would return to the 
simplicity of gospel truth, and preach more to individuals and less to the crowd, there would not be so 
much complaint of the decline of true religion. Many of the ministers of the present day take their text 
from St. Paul, and preach from the newspapers. When they do so, I prefer to enjoy my own thoughts, 
rather than listen. I want my pastor to come to me in the spirit of the gospel, saying, ‘You are mortal. 
Your probation is brief, your work must be done speedily.... You are hastening to the bar of God. The 
Judge standeth before the door.’ ” {PH089 9.2} – YES

There is a large church in Battle Creek, and not a man to act as pastor. There are elders; but these men 
lack the essential qualities to stand at their post of duty and hold the fort. Unless there is a different 
influence from what these men have exerted in the church, it will never be in a prosperous condition. 
These men lead the church into the world rather than from it. Men are needed who will be steadfast to 
principle, who will not only lift, but carry the burden, through Christ strengthening them,—men whom 
ambition will not mislead, or peril intimidate.{PH117 82.1} – YES

Men bring upon themselves great and unceasing responsibility, and tax both brain and body, in seeking 
to carry the many plans they have devised. This is one of the greatest disadvantages we have to meet, 
and one the solving of which will wear out the human energies. Activity is needed in God’s cause, but 
let not this talent be misdirected. When men learn to be servants of Jesus Christ, they will understand 
that in every church, workers are to be set to work to take the oversight of things. Pastors and teachers 



are to work intelligently in their lines, instructing church members how to work in medical missionary 
lines. When the professed followers of Christ have an indwelling Saviour they will be found doing as 
Christ did. They will have no opportunity to rust through inaction. They will have enough to do. And 
the work which they do under the auspices of the church will be their greatest means of communicating
light. The man who is working according to God’s plan will pray, “Let it be known this day in my work
for suffering humanity that there is a God in Israel, and that I am Thy servant. Let it be seen that I am 
working not according to my own impulse and wisdom, but according to Thy Word.” When man places
himself in this attitude, and realizes that he is working out God’s plan, and that God is working out His 
plan through him, he is in possession of divine power, which knows nothing of defeat. All the power of 
counter agencies is of no more account than the chaff of the threshing floor. {1MR 238.2} – Unclear

The minister of God must be interested in the children and youth, if he would be a faithful pastor of the 
flock of God. He should make his discourses plain and simple, using language that will be easy to be 
understood. He should follow the lessons that have been given by the greatest Teacher the world can 
ever know, preaching in such a manner that the uneducated and the children may readily comprehend 
the theme of salvation. Children and youth have been strangely neglected. {2MR 280.3} – YES

He who is engaged in the work of the gospel ministry must be faithful in his family life. It is as 
essential that as a father he should improve the talents God has given him for the purpose of making the
home a symbol of the heavenly family, as that in the work of the ministry, he should make use of his 
God given powers to win souls for the church. As the priest in the home, and as the ambassador of 
Christ in the church, he should exemplify in his life the character of Christ. He must be faithful in 
watching for souls as one that must give an account. In his service there must be seen no carelessness 
and inattentive work. God will not serve with the sins of men who have not a clear sense of the sacred 
responsibility involved in accepting a position as pastor of a church. He who fails to be a faithful, 
discerning shepherd in the home, will surely fail of being a faithful shepherd of the flock of God in the 
church.—Manuscript 42, 1903, 1, 2. (“The Training of Children,” typed May 4, 1903.) {6MR 49.2} – 
YES

Our conference has closed. My husband has been wonderfully sustained and blessed of the Lord. He 
has spoken to the people with great power and his words have found a lodgment in hearts. Many have 
come forward for prayers several times—between seventy-five and one hundred. I have spoken to the 
people six times with freedom. Souls are embracing the truth. At the Health Institute a German Baptist 
minister has received the truth. He came to be treated for dropsy. He has been wonderfully helped. His 
name is Alword. He is a man of great intelligence, pastor of a church not more than eight miles from 
here. He is a devoted Christian. He will, we think, take all his church with him.{6MR 344.2} – YES

We need unselfish, devoted men to act as educators. Young men and young women are to be brought to
our schools to receive an education, that they may learn how to teach others to understand the word of 
the Lord. We need ministerial laborers in every school to educate the children and youth in Bible lines, 
and the pastor has work to do for the teachers as well as the students. Our schools must be more like the
schools of the prophets. We call upon teachers and all connected with the school to make self-
sacrificing efforts. We call upon our sisters to work intelligently, devotedly, interestedly, to make the 
school a success. Let our churches help. God will bless all who cooperate with Him.—Letter 192, 
1899. (To the Directors of the Sanitarium, November 21, 1899.){6MR 400.3} – YES

Many youth should not be brought together in Battle Creek. Let no plans be laid for enlarging the work 
at Battle Creek. But the question remains, What shall be done for those who are there? It is certainly 
our plain duty to do our best to guard the young men and young women who are serving those who 



know not the Lord. Knowing that those who are trying to obey God will be brought into close 
connection with those who know not the truth, let faithful pastors and teachers work zealously to save 
the souls both of helpers and of patients.—Manuscript 112, 1903, 1, 2. (“The Work to be Done in Battle
Creek,” August 22, 1903.){6MR 413.3} – YES

I told them I had been shown that some of our brethren had educated themselves as debaters. The 
process of this education and the mold received by such an education were not after God’s order, 
neither did they meet the approval of God. In many respects men trained in this kind of school unfitted 
themselves to become pastors of the sheep and lambs, and in combating an opponent, as in the way of 
discussions, usually harm is done with but few good results. The combative spirit is raised in both 
parties, and a defiant, hard spirit becomes habitual when their track is crossed. They become criticizers 
and do not always handle the Scriptures fairly, but wrest the Scriptures to make their point.{9MR 
219.1} – YES

I told them I had been shown that some of our brethren had educated themselves as debaters. The 
process of this education and the mold received by such an education were not after God’s order, 
neither did they meet the approval of God. In many respects men trained in this kind of school unfitted 
themselves to become pastors of the sheep and lambs; and in combating an opponent, as in the way of 
discussions, usually harm is done, with but little good results. The combative spirit is raised in both 
parties, and a defiant, hard spirit becomes habitual, when their track is crossed. They become criticizers
and do not always handle the Scriptures fairly, but wrest the Scriptures to make their point.{9MR 
334.1} – YES

Elder H used to live here and preach to the people, but he was not a shepherd of the flock. He would 
tell the poor sheep that he would rather be horse-whipped than visit. He neglected personal labor, 
therefore pastoral work was not done in the church and its borders. The deacons and elders of the 
church have acted wisely and worked judiciously to keep the church in order, and we find the people in
a much better condition than we had expected. We are happily disappointed. But when I look over the 
years, and think of what might have been done, if the man entrusted with the flock had been a faithful 
steward of God, watching for souls as one that must give an account, my heart is made sad. Had the 
preacher done the work of a pastor, a much larger number would now be rejoicing in the truth. {9MR 
343.5} – YES

Yesterday afternoon after speaking, I called for a contribution for foreign missions, and nearly one 
hundred dollars was raised. This will be sent to Pastor [L. R.] Conradi. He is pushing the work in 
Europe with all his power, and is opening up new fields. He needs money. I have just given those in 
charge of the work in Europe permission to use one thousand dollars of the royalty of my books for the 
payment of translations.—Letter 149, 1902, pp. 3, 4. (To G. B. Starr and wife, September 22, 1902.)
{10MR 64.1} – YES

I told them I had been shown that some of our brethren had educated themselves as debaters. The 
process of this education and the mold received by such an education were not after God’s order, 
neither did they meet the approval of God. In many respects men trained in this kind of school unfitted 
themselves to become pastors of the sheep and lambs; and in combating an opponent, as in the way of 
discussions, usually harm is done with but little good results. The combative spirit is raised in both 
parties, and a defiant, hard spirit becomes habitual when their track is crossed. They become criticizers 
and do not always handle the Scriptures fairly, but wrest the Scriptures to make their point.{12MR 
196.1} – YES



The Lord appoints and sends forth ministers not only to preach, for this is a small part of His work, but 
to minister, to educate the people not to be fighters but to be examples of piety. There are workers in 
every department appointed to do their work. When Jesus ascended on high He gave some apostles, 
and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers. Some have entered the work 
with a human commission rather than the divine. They have educated themselves as debaters, and the 
churches under their care show the character of their work. They were not ready, they were not fitted 
for the work. Their hearts are not right with God. In short, they have a theory but not true conversion 
and sanctification through the truth. The great issue so near at hand will weed out those whom God has 
not appointed, and He will have a pure, true, sanctified ministry prepared for the latter rain.{12MR 
327.1} – Unclear

There are many in the ministry who have no love for God or for their fellow men. They are asleep, and 
while they sleep Satan is sowing his tares. The flock of God is in need of help from heaven, and the 
sheep and lambs are perishing for food. But let those who would have a deep and living experience in 
the things of God cease to depend upon men, even upon their own pastors and teachers, and put their 
trust wholly in God, using their God-given ability to His glory. Christ is to be lifted up before the 
people; for by beholding Him we are to become changed to His image. Jesus says, “Without Me ye can 
do nothing.” He has made ample atonement, and he who lays hold upon Christ by faith has peace with 
God. The Holy Spirit purifies the heart, presenting God in new and enduring views as our heavenly 
Father.{16MR 110.2} – YES

There are many in the ministry who have no love for God or for their fellow men. They are asleep, and 
while they sleep Satan is sowing his tares. The flock of God is in need of help from heaven, and the 
sheep and lambs are perishing for food. But let those who would have a deep and living experience in 
the things of God cease to depend upon men, even upon their own pastors and teachers, and put their 
trust wholly in God, using their God-given ability to His glory. Christ is to be lifted up before the 
people; for by beholding Him we are to become changed to His image. Jesus says, “Without Me ye can 
do nothing.” He has made ample atonement, and he who lays hold upon Christ by faith has peace with 
God. The Holy Spirit purifies the heart, presenting God in new and enduring views as our heavenly 
Father.{16MR 110.2} – YES

“And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, many grow up into Him 
in all things, which is the head, even Christ” [Ephesians 4:11-15].{21MR 21.4} – Unclear

“And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in 
all things, which is the Head, even Christ: from whom the whole body, fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love” [Ephesians 4:11-16].{21MR 
56.4} – Unclear



“And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” [Ephesians 4:11-13]. But though God has
set these different laborers in the church, there is to be no neglect on the part of one in the performance 
of duty.{1SAT 276.1} – Unclear

The Jews, in Christ’s day, in the exercise of their own spirit of self-exaltation, brought in rigid rules and
exactions, and so took away all chance for God to work upon minds, until mercy and the love of God 
were entirely lost sight of in their work. It was this which caused rulers to lay upon the people the 
heavy burdens of which they justly complained, which our Saviour condemned. Do not follow in their 
track, Leave God a chance to do something for those who love him, and do not impose upon them rules
and regulations, which, if followed, will leave them destitute of the grace of God as were the hills of 
Gilboa, without dew or rain. Your very many resolutions need to be reduced to one-third their number, 
and great care should be taken as to what resolutions are framed. Ours is missionary ground, having 
many advantages; and if wisely improved, a much larger number of workers would be fitted to go out 
into the field, as pastors and evangelists; but shortness of vision, and the narrowness of mind in some, 
have circumscribed the work, There is need of having vigorous efforts put forth in the churches in 
every conference. A living message, showing the living features of our times should be presented to 
them, not in a tame, lifeless style, but in the demonstration of the Spirit, and in the power of God. 
Responsibilities must be laid upon individual members of the church. As missionary spirit should be 
awakened, and wise workers appointed as they are needed, who will be active pastors, making personal
efforts to bring the church up to that condition where spiritual death will not be seen in all her borders. 
{1888 114.2} – YES

I told them I had been shown that some of our brethren had educated themselves as debaters. The 
process of this education and the mold received by such an education were not after God’s order, 
neither did they meet the approval of God. In many respects men trained in this kind of school unfitted 
themselves to become pastors of the sheep and lambs; and in combating an opponent, as in the way of 
discussions, usually harm is done with but little good results. The combative spirit is raised in both 
parties, and a defiant, hard spirit becomes habitual when their track is crossed. They become criticizers 
and do not always handle the Scriptures fairly, but wrest the Scriptures to make their point.{1888 
220.1} – YES

The position taken at Battle Creek has been the pulse-beating of many churches. The power of God, the
rich graces He longs to bestow, is not desired unless they themselves shall mark out the way in which 
God shall work. The Lord God of Israel has opened the windows of heaven to send the earth rich floods
of light, but in many cases there was no place made to receive it or give it room, when every man—
ministers, pastors, and those who stand in responsible positions—should have welcomed the truth, old 
or new, and with missionary tact and glad thankfulness should cry, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters.”{1888 753.2} – Unclear

The influence of individuals has not been to act faithfully their part, but these barriers have been 
thrown up, and the streams of salvation turned aside into another channel. Success is seldom the result 
of scattered individual effort. The weight of every individual church member is required. The influence 
of ministers, of pastors, of workers in all our institutions, is required to prepare the way for the 
welcome reception of the light and glory of God.{1888 753.3} – Unclear



Elder Olsen, I urge you to be of good courage. I beseech you to confide wholly in God. I entreat you to 
carry every burden to Jesus. He can and He will give you help and spiritual power. But have faith in 
God. Do not be depressed. Do not mourn in secret places, as I have done because of the pastors of the 
flock, because of the unfaithfulness of the watchmen on the walls of Zion. Lie in the channel where the 
blessed full beams of the Sun of Righteousness shall shine upon you and into all the chambers of the 
mind and into the soul temple. God will make all the faithful in the church radiant with His light and 
strong in His power. His Spirit is to be communicated to human instrumentalities, and the blessed 
illumination before which moral darkness must be chased away [is to be imparted], for Christ has 
ordained that His church should be the light of the world. {1888 756.2} – Unclear

There are priceless blessings for the churches. Pastors must sense this and present line upon line, 
precept upon precept, the simplicity of faith. If they would come down from their stilts and cease 
preaching long, dry sermons and minister to the flock as faithful shepherds, they would see many souls 
saved.{1888 834.1} – Unclear

There are many in the ministry who have no love for God or for their fellow men. They are asleep, and 
while they sleep Satan is sowing his tares. The flock of God is in need of help from heaven, and the 
sheep and lambs are perishing for food. But let those who would have a deep and living experience in 
the things of God cease to depend upon men, even upon their own pastors and teachers, and put their 
trust wholly in God, using their God-given ability to His glory. Christ is to be lifted up before the 
people; for by beholding Him we are to become changed to His image. Jesus says, “Without Me ye can 
do nothing.” He has made ample atonement, and he who lays hold upon Christ by faith has peace with 
God. The Holy Spirit purifies the heart, presenting God in new and enduring views as our heavenly 
Father.{1888 1028.2} – YES

The people of God are called “the light of the world, a city set upon a hill that cannot be hid.” 
“Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God.” “God is in the midst of her; she shall not be 
moved.” The Sun of Righteousness has risen upon the church, and it is the duty of the church to shine. 
Those who are connected with Christ will grow in grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, to the 
full stature of men and women. It is the privilege of every soul to make advancement. No one is to be 
an idler in the vineyard. If all who claim to believe the truth had made the most of their opportunities 
and ability to learn all that they were privileged to learn, they would have become strong in Christ. No 
matter what may have been their occupation, if farmers, mechanics, teachers, or pastors, if they had 
wholly consecrated themselves to God, they would have been efficient agents to work for the heavenly 
Master. They would have fulfilled the injunction of the apostle: “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the Devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand.”{1888 1055.6} – YES

The Lord has need of all kinds of skillful workmen. “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; 
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.... And 
grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, 



and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: and be ye 
kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you.” {1888 1148.2} – Unclear

These solemn matters are set before me in clear lines. God has appointed apostles, pastors, evangelists, 
and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith. God declares to His people, “Ye are God’s 
husbandry, ye are God’s building.” There must be a continual advancement. Step by step His followers 
must make straight paths for their feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way. Those who 
would labor for God must work intelligently to replenish the deficiencies in themselves and glorify the 
Lord God of Israel by standing in the light, working in the light of the Sun of Righteousness. Thus they 
will carry the church forward and upward and heavenward, making its separation from the world more 
and more distinct.{1888 1645.2} – Unclear

You have not preserved a vital connection with God. You have not had even a legal religion. “My 
people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.” “I brought you into a plentiful country, to 
eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but when ye had entered ye defiled my land, and made 
mine heritage an abomination.” This is a description to the life of what presents itself to us at the 
present time. “The priests said not, Where is the Lord? and they that handle the law knew me not: the 
pastors also transgressed against me, and they prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not 
profit, Wherefore I will yet plead with you saith the Lord, and with your children’s children will I 
plead....Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my people have changed their 
glory for that which doth not profit.”{1888 1674.1} – Unclear

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:” Ephesians 4:11-13. Here we are shown 
that God gives to every man his work, and in doing this work man is fulfilling his part of God’s great 
plan.{KC 53.5} – Unclear

God has given to his church a diversity of gifts. Paul writes, “He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors; and some, teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the fullness of 
the stature of Christ.... I therefore the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, wit long-suffering, forebearing one 
another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace.... That we 
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: from whom the whole body fitly framed together, 
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth according to the effectual working in the measure of
every part, making increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”{KC 130.3} – Unclear

Pastors of churches are remiss in ministering, in educating faithfully the members of the church. If they
are not acquainted with their duty in this respect, they need a teacher to instruct them. “Let a man so 
account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mystery of God. Moreover it is required
in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord 



hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his
Lord when he cometh will find so doing. Verily, I say unto you, that he shall make him ruler over all his
goods. But, and if that servant shall say in his heart, My Lord delayeth his coming; And shall begin to 
smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The Lord of that servant shall come in 
a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder, 
and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”{KC 
154.2} – YES

The manager and the pastor have their appointed work to do. The Lord calls upon His servants to attain
unto perfection of Christian character in every line of effort. We are to see that our hearts are under the 
control of the Holy Spirit,—under the control of a power out of and above ourselves. Let every soul 
take hold of the work earnestly, because he is thoroughly converted; because he discerns the methods 
and ways of the Lord. {LLM 167.6} – YES

We hear that something is now being done in Boston. We are rejoiced to learn, through a report in a 
recent “Review” of Elder L. S. Wheeler’s work as pastor of the Boston church, and of the work of his 
faithful co-laborers. We are also pleased to learn that Elder F. C. Gilbert has been laboring in Everett, a 
suburb. We hope that those in charge of the work in New England will cooperate with the Melrose 
Sanitarium managers in taking aggressive steps to do the work that should be done in Boston. A 
hundred workers could be laboring to advantage in different portions of the city, in varied lines of 
service.{LLM 173.4} – YES

It has often been presented to me that there should be less sermonizing by ministers acting merely as 
local pastors of churches, and that greater personal efforts should be put forth. Our people should not 
be made to think that they need to listen to a sermon every Sabbath. Many who listen frequently to 
sermons, even though the truth be preached in clear lines, learn but little. Often it would be more 
profitable if the Sabbath meetings were of the nature of a Bible class study. Bible truth should be 
presented in such a simple, interesting manner that all can easily understand and grasp the principles of 
salvation. {LLM 179.6} – YES

It has often been presented to me that there should be less sermonizing by ministers acting merely as 
local pastors of churches, and that greater personal efforts should be put forth. Our people should not 
be made to think that they need to listen to a sermon every Sabbath. Many who listen frequently to 
sermons, even though the truth be presented, in clear lines, learn but little. Often it would be more 
profitable if the Sabbath meetings were of the nature of Bible Class study. Bible truth should be 
presented in such a simple, interesting manner that all can easily understand and grasp the principles of 
salvation.{LLM 181.2} – YES

The commission given to the disciples is given also to us. Today, as then, a crucified and risen Saviour 
is to be uplifted before those who are without God and without hope in the world. The Lord calls for 
pastors, teachers, and evangelists,—{LLM 336.1} – Unclear

The Lord has need of all kinds of skillful workmen. “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists, and some pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.{LLM 336.5} – Unclear

God has a church, and she has a divinely appointed ministry. “And He gave some apostles; and some, 



prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints; for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.”—
Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 49-52.{1NL 50.3} – Unclear

This Scripture is to be understood: “And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.” These different workers are each to do a special work; but
are they to separate themselves from their fellow laborers, confining their labors to a few whom they 
think they have succeeded in bringing to a knowledge of the truth? Shall one say to another of the 
instrumentalities of God, Leave these souls to me to work with, and to bring to perfection of the faith? 
Let me work for them and train and educate them to perfection of faith and character?{1NL 129.3} – 
Unclear

All those who hold forth the Word of Life, whether they be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, or 
teachers, have a part to act in the work of the perfection of the saints, wherever they may be. They are 
all to work together harmoniously.{1NL 129.6} – Unclear

It has often been presented to me that there should be less sermonizing by ministers acting merely as 
local pastors of churches, and that greater personal efforts should be put forth. Our people should not 
be made to think that they need to listen to a sermon every Sabbath. Many who listen frequently to 
sermons, even though the truth be presented in clear lines, learn but little. Often it would be more 
profitable if the Sabbath meetings were of the nature of a Bible class study. Bible truth should be 
presented in such a simple, interesting manner that all can easily understand and grasp the principles of 
salvation.{PC 216.3} – YES

The Jews, in Christ’s day, in the exercise of their own spirit of self exaltation, brought in rigid rules and
exactions, and so took away all chance for God to work upon minds, until mercy and the love of God 
were entirely lost sight of in their work. It was this which caused rulers to lay upon the people the 
heavy burdens of which they justly complained, which our Saviour condemned. Do not follow in their 
track. Leave God a chance to do something for those who love him, and do not impose upon them rules
and regulations, which, if followed, will leave them as destitute of the grace of God as were the hills of 
Gilboa, without dew or rain. Your very many resolutions need to be reduced to one third their number, 
and great care should be taken as to what resolutions are framed. Ours is missionary ground, having 
many advantages; and if wisely improved, a much larger number of workers would be fitted to go out 
into the field, as pastors and evangelists; but shortness of vision, and the narrowness of mind in some, 
have circumscribed the work. There is need of having vigorous efforts put forth in the churches in 
every conference. A living message, showing the living features of our times should be presented to 
them, not in a tame, lifeless style, but in the demonstration of the Spirit, and in the power of God. 
Responsibilities must be laid upon individual members of the church. A missionary spirit should be 
awakened, and wise workers appointed as they are needed, who will be active pastors, making personal
efforts to bring the church up to that condition where spiritual death will not be seen in all her borders. 
{PC 405.2} – YES

God calls upon our pastors and teachers to be wide awake and not stand as blind watchmen. Let them 
obtain from Christ the eyesalve that will enable them to see all things clearly. Then let them examine 
the foundation timbers of our institutions. Not all pertaining to our work is being carried forward in an 



elevated, upright way. God wants his people to have a clear understanding of all the important 
transactions pertaining to his cause, that they may know that they are following a course he can 
approve.{SpM 298.1} – YES

Not long after receiving this great blessing, I attended a conference meeting at the Freewill Baptist 
church, where Elder S.E. Brown was pastor. I was invited to relate my experience, I felt not only great 
freedom of expression, but happiness, in telling my simple story of the love of Jesus and the joy of 
being accepted of God. As I spoke in simple language, with subdued heart and tearful eyes, my soul 
seemed drawn toward heaven in thanksgiving, and the melting power of the Lord came upon the 
assembled people, many weeping and others praising God. Sinners were invited to arise for prayers, 
and many responded to the call.{LSMS 45.1} – YES
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